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T2Q IHE 


READER. 


He Enſuing Letter concerning 

/ Toleration, firſ® Printed in 
Larmn bis wery Tear, in Hol- 

land, bas already been Tranſlated both in- 

to Dutch aud French. So general and 

. ſpeed) an Approbation may tht refore be- 


ſpeak. its favourable K eception m Eng- 
tand. I think mdeed there i no Nation 
| ander Hdexuer, in which ſo much bas at- 
| ready beeu ſaid upen that Subjeft, as Ours 
But yet certainly there is us People that 
Baud in more weed of baving ſom el ing 
furrber both . Jaid and done among ft them, 
in this Point, than Ie do. 
Onr 


To the Reader. 


Our Government has not only been par- 
tial in Matters of Rel:gion; but tLoſe alſo 
who bave ſuffered under that Partiality, 
and have therefore endeavoured by their 
Writings to vindicate their own” Rights 
and Liberties, bave for the moſt part done 
it upon narrow Principles, ſuited only to 
the Intereſts of their own Selts. 

T his narrowneſs of Spirit on all fades 
has undoubtedly been the principal Occaſion 
of our Miſeries and Confuſrons, But what- 
ever bave been the Occaſion, it is now high 
time to ſeek for a thorow Cure. We bave 
need of more generous Remedies than what 
bave yet been made uſe of in our Diſftem- 
per. It i neither Declarations of Indul- 
gence, nor Ads of Comprehenſion, ſuch 
as have yet been praftiſed or projetted 
ainongſt us, that can do the Work. The 
firſt will but palliate, the ſecond encreaſe 


our Evil, 


Abſolute 
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To the Reader, 


Abſolute Liberty, Juſt and True Liber- 
ty, Equal and Impartial Liberty , is the 
thing that we ſtand in need of. Now tho 
this bas indeed been much talked of, I doubt 
it bas not been nmch underſtoed ; I am ſure 
not at all praftiſed, either by our Gover- 
nours towards the People in general, or by 
any Diſſemting Parties of the People t0- 


, wards one anotber, 


I cannot therefore but hope that this 
Diſcourſe, which treats of that Subjett, 
bowever briefly, yet more exaFly than any 
we have yet ſeen, demonſtrating both the 
Equitableneſs and Pratt icableneſs of the 
thing, will be eſteemed highly ſeaſonable, by 
all Men that have Souls large enough to 
prefer the true Intereſt of the Publick be- 
fore that of a Party. 

It is for the wſe of ſuch as are already 


ſo ſpirited, or to inſpire that Spirit into 


thoſe that are not, that I bave Tranſlated 
it 


To the Reader. 


it into our Language. But the thing it 
felf is ſo ſhort, that it will not bear a longer 
Preface. I leave it therefore to the Con- 
federation of my Countrymen, and beartily "| 
wiſh they may make the uſe of it that it 
appears to be deſigned for, 
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ED — 


LETTER 
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Honmred Sir, 


Ince you are plealed to inquire what are my 
Thoughts about the mutual Toleration of Chri- 

ſtians in thar different Proteflions of Religion, 1 

muſt needs anſwer you freely, That I eſteem that 
Toleration to be the chief Characteriſtical Mark of 

the True Church. For whatſoever ſome People boalt of 
"he Pomp of 

their Ourward Worſhip 5 Orhers, of the Reformation of 
their Diſciplines All, of the eps Bog thar Faith ; 
(for every one is Orthodox to himlelt:) ſe things, and 
all others of this nature, are much rather Marks of Men 
ſtriving for Power and Empire over one another, than of 
the Church of Chriſt. Let any one have never fo true a 
Claim toall theſe things, yet if he be deſtitute of Charity, 
Mecknefs, and Good-will 1n general towards all Mankind, 
even to thoſe that are not Chriſtans, he is certainly yet 


ſhort of being a true Chriſtian himſelf. The Kings of the yu. 12. 
Gentiles exerciſe Lord{bip over them, (ard our Saviour to his 25 


Diſciples, but ye ſha not be ſo. The Bulinels of True Re- 
B I1gion 
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ligion is quite another thing. It is not inſtituted in order 
to the ereving of in external Poitip, for to the obtaining 
of Eccleſiaſtical Domumon, nor to the exerciting of com- 
pulſive Force ; but to the- regulating of Mens Lives ac- 
cording to the Rules of Vertue and Picty. Whoſoever 
will kft himfelt under the Banner of Chriſt, muſt-gn the 
firſt place, and above all things, make War upon b# own 
Luſts and Vices. Ir is in vain for any Man to uſurp the 
Name of Chniſtian, without Holineſs of Life, Purity of 
Manners, and Eenigrty art Meckneſs of Spirit. Let every 
one that nameth the Name of Chriſt , d. part from iniquity, 
Thot. when thbu art converted, flrengthen thy Brethren, Gd 
our Lord to Peter. It would indeed be very hard for one 
that appcars carelc(s about his own Salvation, to perſuade 
me that he were cxtreamly concern'd tor mic. For it is 
unpoſſible that thoſe ſhould ſincerely and heartily apply 
themſelves tro nake-other People Chriſtians, who hate not 
really embraced the Chriſtian Religion 1n their own Hearts, 


It the __ and-the Apoſtles may be credited, no Man - 


can be 'a Chnſttam withour Charity, and without 154 Faith 
which works, not by Force, but by Love. Now I appeal 
ro the Conferences of thoſe rhat perſecare, torment, de- 
ſtroy, and kill velier Men npon pretence of Religion, whe- 
ther they do it out of Friend(tip and Kindnets towards 
them, or no: And 1 thall then indeed, and nor nll then, 
beheve they do fo, when I ſhall ſee rhofe fiery Zealors cor- 
retting, in the ſame manner, their Friends and famikidr Ac- 
quaintance, for the manifeſt Sins _ conime againſt che 
Preceprs of the Goſpel z when 1 ſhall fee rhem profecure 
with Fire and Sword the Members of their own Commn- 
nion that are tainted with enormous Vices, and without 
Amendment ate in danger of crernal Perdition 3 and when 
I ſhall ſee them thas expreſs their Love and Defire of rhe 
Salvation of rheir Souls, by the infliction of Torments, 
and exeraſe of all manner cf Cruelties. For it it be = 
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of a Priaciple of Charity, as they pretend, and Love to 
Mens Souls, that chey ve them of their Eftates, » maim'. 
them with corporal Puni ts, ſtarve and torment them 
in noiſum Pritons, and in the end even take away ther 
Livess 1 ay, it all this be done mecrly ro make Men 
Chriſtians, and procure their Salvation, Why then do they 
ſuffer Whoredow, Frand, Malice, and ſuch like exormities, non. », 
which (according to the Apoltle) maniteltly reliſh of Hea- 
theniſh Corruption, to predommate fo much and abound 
amongſt their Flocks and People ? Thete, and fuch hke 
things, are certainly more contrary to the Glory of God, to 
the Purity of the Church, and to the Salvation of Souls, 
than any conſcientious Ditlent from Eccletiatucat Deciſions, 
or Separation from Publbck Wortftap, whiltt accompanied 
with Innocency of Lite. Why then does this burning 
cal for God, for the Church, and tor the Salvation ot 
Soulsz burning, 1 fay, hterally, with Fire and Faggot z pats 
by thoſe moral Vices and Wickedneſles, without any - 
{t1lcment., whach arc acknowledged by all Men to be dia- 
mernically oppoſite tv the Protettiion of Chriſtianity 3 and 
bend all its Nerves ether to the introducing of Ceremo- 
nies, or to the eſtabliſhment of Opinions, which for the 
moſt part are about nice and intricate Matters, that exceed 
the Capacity of ordinary Underftandings 2? Which of the 
Parties contending about theſe things is 10 the right, which 
ot them ws guilty of Schiſm or Herefie, whether thoſe that 
domineer or thoſe that fatter, will then at laſt be manifeſt; 
when the Cauſe of their Separation comes to be judged of. 
He certainly that follows Chriſt , embraces his Dodrine; 
and bears his Yoke, tho' he forfake both Father and Mo- 
ther, ſeparate from the Publick Afſembhes and Ceremonies 
of his Country, or COR or whatfocver elſe he 
rehnquiſhes, will not then be judged an Heretick. 

Now, tho' the Dreifions that are Sets ſhould be 
allowed to be never & cbſ{tradive of the Salvation of 
B 2 Souls. 
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41 ; py kevies: 
Souls ; yet nevertheleſs Adultery, Fornication, Oncleanneſ;, 
Laſcivionſneſr, Idelatry, and ſuch like things, cannot be de- 
nied to be Works f4 Flefb 5, concerning which the Apo- 
ſtle has expreſly declared, that #tcy who do thew ſhall wot 
inherit the Kingdom of God. Wholocver theretore is fin- 
cerely (ollicitous about the Kingdom of God, and rhinks 
it his Duty to endeavour the Enlargement of it amongſt 
Men, ought to apply himſelt with no lef> care and indu- 
ſtry to the rooting out of theſe Immoralines, than to the 
Extirpation of Sets. Burt if any one do otherwite, and 
whilſt he is cruel and implacable rowards thote that differ 
trom him in Opinion, he be mdulgent-to fuch Intquines 
and Immorahitics 2s are unbecoming the Name ct a Chri- 
ſtian, let ſuch a one talk never fo mach of the Church, he 
plainly demonſtrates by his Attions, that 'tis another King- 
dom he aims at, and not the Advancement of the Kingdom 
of God. 

That any Man ſhould think fit to cauſe another Man, 
whoſe Salvation he hearrily defires, to expire in Torments, 
and that even in an unconverted cltate, would, I conteſs, 
ſeem very ſtrange xo me, and, I think, to any other alſo. 
Bur no body, farely, will ever believe that fach a Car- 
rage can proceed from .Chanty , Love, or Gond-will. 
If any one maintain that Men ought to be compelled by 
Fire and Sword to proteſs certain Dottrnes, and contorm 
to this or that exteriour Worſhip, without any regard had 
unto their Morals 4 if any one endeavour to convert thoſe 
that are Erroneous unto the Faith, by forcing them to 
profeſs things that they do not believe, and allowing them 
to practiſe things that the Goſpel does not permit 3 it can- 
not be loubred indeed but ſuch a one 1s defirous to have 
a numerous Aﬀembly joyned in the fame Proteſfion with 
himſelf ; but that he principally intends by thoſe means 
to compoſe a truly Chriſtian Church, is altogether incre- 
dible. Ir is not therefore to be wondred at, 1t thoſe who 
do 
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do not really contend for the Advancement of the true 
Religion, and of the Church of Chriſt, make uſe of Arms 
that do not belong to the Chriſtian Warfare. It, hike the 
Captain of our Sa Saly vation, they lcerely defired the Good 
of Souls, they would tread in the Steps, and follow the 

rteft Example of that Pnnce of Peace, who {cnt our his 

diers to the ſubduing of Nations, and gathering them 
into his Church, not armed with the Sword, or other In- 
ſtraments of Force, but prepared with the Gotpel oft 
Peace, and with the Exemplary Holinet: of thar Conver- 
ſation. This was his Method. Tho if lafidels were to be 
converted by torce, it thoſe that are cither blind or ob- 
ſtinate were to be drawn oft trom thar Errors by Armed 
Soldiers, we know very well that it was much more cafe 
for Him to do it with Armes of Heavenly Legions, than 
for any Son of the Church, how potent focver, with all 
tus Dragoons. 

The Toleration of thoſe that difter from others in Mat- 
ters of Religion, is ſo agreeable ro the Goſpel of Jetus 
Chriſt, and to the genmne Reaſon of Mankind, that it 
ſeems monſtrous tor Vicn to be fo blind, as not to perceive 
the Neceflity and Advantage of it, in (9 clear a Light. I 
will not here rax the Pride and Ambition cf ſome, the 
Paſbon and uncharitable Zeal of others. Thete are Faults 
from which Humane Afairs can perhaps ſcarce ever be 
perfedtly freed 3; but yet fuch as no body will bear the plain 
Imputation of, without covering them with ſome ſpecious 
Colour and fo pretend to Commendation, whilſt they are 
carried away by their own irregular Pathons. But howe- 
ver, that ſome may not colour their Spirit of Perſecution 
and unchriſtan Cruelty with a Pretence of Care of the 
Publick Weal, and Obſervation of the Laws: and that 
others, under pretence of Religion, not ſeek. Impu- 
nity tor thew Libertmim and Gicemious 3 12 a word, 
that none may unpoſe cither upon himſelf or others, by 
the 
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the Pretences of Loyalty and Obedience to the Prince, or 
of Tenderneſs and Sincerity in the Worſhip of God x 1 
cltcem it aboye all things neceſſary to diſtingmſh exactly 
the Buſineſs of Civil Government trom that of Religion, 
and to ſettle the juſt Bounds that he between the one and 
the other. It this be not done, there can be no end pat 
to the Controverſies that will be always arifing, between 
thoſe that have, or at leaſt pretend to have, on the one 
fide, a Concernment for the Intereſt of Mens Souls, and on 
the other fide, a Care of the Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth ſeems to me to be a Sociery of 
Men conſtituted only for the procuring, preſerving, and 
advancing of their own Coil Intereff x. 

Civil Intereſt; [ call Life, Liberty, Health, and Indolency 
of Body ;z and the Poſleſlion of outward things, ſuch as 
Money, Lands, Houſes, Furniture, and the like. 

It 1s the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, by the impartial 
Execution of equal Laws, to ſecure unto all the People in 
general, and to every one of his Subjects in parnucular, the 
juit Poſleflion of theſe things ans. 7 to this Life. If 
any one preſume to violate the Laws of Publick Juſtice and 
Equity, eſtabliſhed for the Preſervation of thoſe thi 
his Preſumption is to be check'd by the fear of Punith- 
ment, conſiſting ot the Deprivation or Diminution of thoſe 
Civil Intereſts, or Goods, which otherwiſe he might and 
ought to enjoy. Bur ſeeing no Man does willingly fatter 
himſaf wo be pumſhed by t __— of any part of 
his Goods, and much lefs of Ins Liberty or Late, therefore 
5 the iſtrate armed with the Force and Strength of all 
his Sub) in order tothe puniſhment of thoſe that vio- 
late any other Man's Rights. h 

Now that the whole Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate rea- 
-ches only to theſe Civil Concernments 4 and that all Civil 
Power, Right and Dominion, is bounded and confined to 
the only care of promoting theſe things 3 and that it . 
t 
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ther eafi nor ought in any manner to be extended to the 
Salvation of Sovls, theſe following Confiderations ſeem un- 
to me abundarntly to demonſtrate. 

Firſt, Becauſe the Care of Souls is not commitred ro 
the Civil Magiſtrate, any more than to other Men. It 1s not 
committed unto him, I fay, by God 3; becauſe it appears not 
that God has ever given any ſach Authority to one Man 
over another, as to compell ary one to his Rehgion. Nor 
can any fach Power be veſted in the Magiſtrate by the 
conſent of the People 5 becauſe no man can fo far abandon 
the care of his own Salvation, as blindly to leave it to the 
choice of any other, whether Prince or Subject, to pre- 
ſcribe ro him what Faith or Worthip he ſhall embrace. For 
no Man can, if he would, conform his Faith to the Dictates 
of another. All the Life and Power of true Religion con- 
fi'ts in the inward and full perſwafion of the mind 5 and 
Faith is not Faith without believing, Whatever Protet- 
hon we make, to whatever ourward Worſhip we conform, 
if we are not fully fatrfhed m onr own mind that the one 
1s truc, an the other well pleafing unro God , fuch Pro- 
teſhon and ſuch Prattice, far from being any furtherance, 
are mdeed great Obſtacles ro our Salvation. For in this 
manner, inſtead of expiaring other Sins by the exerciſe of 
Religion, 1 fay in offering thus unto God Almighty ſuch 
a Worſhip as we eſteem to be difſpleating unto him, we 
add unto the number of onr other ſins, thoſe alto of 
Hypocrific, and Contempt of his Divine Majeſty. 

# the ſecond place. The care of Souls cannot belong 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, becauſe his Power confiſts only 
mn oatward force 3 bur true and faving Religion confiſts 
in the mward perſwafton of the Mind , without which 
nothing can be acceptable ro God. And ſach is the na- 
ture of the Underſtanding, that it cannot be campell'd 
to the belief of any thing by onward force. Confiſca- 
tion of Eſtate, Impriſonment, Torments, nothing of rhar 
nature 
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nature can have any ſuch Efficacy as to make Men change 
the inward Judgment that they have framed of things. 

It may indeed be allcdged, that the Magiſtrate may 
make uſe of Arguments, and thereby draw the Hererodox 
into the way of Truth, and procure their Salvation. 'I 
grantitz bur this is common to him with other Men. In 
teaching, inſtrufting, and redreil ng the Erroneous by Rea- 
ſon, ke way certainly do what becomes any good Man to 
do. Magiſtracy dccs net oblige him to em ot either Hu- 
manity or Chriſtianity. But wt is one thing to perſwade, 
another tocommand z; one thing to preſs with Arguments, 
another with Penalties. This Civil Power alone has a 
right tro do; tothe other Cood-will s Authonty enough, 
Every Van has Commiliion to adnioniſh, exhort, convince 
another of Error, and by reaſcning to draw tim into Truth: 
but to give Laws, receive Obedience, and compel with the 
Sword, belongs to none but the Magiſtrate. And upon this 
ground [ affirm, that the Magiſtrate's Power extends not to 
the c{tabliſhing of any Articles of Faith,or F orms of Worſhip, 
by the force of his Laws. For Laws arc of no force at all 
without Penaltics, and Penaltics in this caſe are abfolutc- 
ly unpertinent 3 becauſe they are not proper to convince 
the mind. Neither the Profeflion of any Articles of Faith, 
nor the Conformity to any outward Form of Worlkip (as 
has already been ſaid) can be available ro the Salvation of 
Souls, unleſs the truth of the one, and the acceptablencis 
of the other unto God, be thoroughly believed by thoſe 
that ſo profeſs and practiſe. But Penalties are no ways 
capable to produce fach Eclict. It is only Light and Evi- 
dence that can work a change in Mens Opinions ; which 
Light can in no manner proceed from corporal Suffterings, 
or any other outward Penalties. 

In the third place. The care of the Salvation of Mens Souls 
cannot belong to the Magiſtrate 3 becauſe, though the ri- 
gour of Laws and the force of Penalties were capable to con- 

Vunce 


A Letter concerning Toleration., 


vinee and change Mens minds, yer would not'rthat help at 
all to the Salvation of their Souls. For there being Vat 
one Truth, one way to Heaven s whar Hopes is there that 
more Men would be led into it, if they had no Rule but 
the Religion of the Court, and were put under a necef- 
liry to quit the Light of their own Reaſon, and oppoſe 
the Didtates of their own Conſaences, and blindly to re- 
ſign up themſdves ro the Will of their Governors, and to 
the Religion, whicheither [gnorance, Ambition, or Super- 
ſtirion had chanced to eſtabliſh in the Countries where they 
were born? In the variety and contradiction of Opinions 
in Rdigion, wherein the Princes of the World are as much 
divided as m their Secular Intereſts, the narrow way would 
be muck. ſtrained 5 one Country alone * would be m the 
right, and all the reſt of the World put under an obliga- 
non of following their Princes in the ways that lead toe. 
ſteuons and rhat which heightens the abſhrdity, and 
very ill ſuits the Notion of a Deity, Men would awe 
ther eternal Happineſs or Miſery ro the places of their 
Nativity. 

Theſe Conſiderations, to omit many others that might 
have been urged to the ſame purpoſe, feem ono me (hitfi- 
- cient to cunciude that all the Power of Crril Covernment 
relates only to Mens Civil Intereſts, is confined to the care 
of the things of this World, and hath nothing to do with 
the World to come. 

Let ws now confider what « Church ir. A Church then 
rake to be a volumary Soctery of Men, joining thent- 
ſcives together of their own accord, in order to the pab- 
lick wortlnpping of God, in fuch a manner as the\ 
judge acceptable to him, and effectual ro the Salvation 
of ther Souls. 

[ fay it is a free and voluntary Society. No body is 
born a Member of any Church $ otherwiſe the Religion 
of Parents would deſcend anro Chitdren, by the fate 
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right of Inberitance as their T Eſtates, and every 
one would bold his Faith by the Tenure he does his 
Lands ; than which nothing can be imagined more abſard. 
Thus therefore that matter ſtands. No Man by nature is 
bound unto any particular Church or Sett, but every one 
joins himſelf ts to that Society in which he beheves 
hes found that Profeſſion and Worlkip which s truly 
acceptable to God. The hopes of Salvation , as it was 
the only cauſe of his entrance into that Communion, {ſo it 
can be the only reaſon of his ſtay there. For it afterwards 
he diſcover any thing either erroncous in the Dottnne, or 
incongruous in the Worſhip of that Socicty to which he has 
join'd humſclf, Why ſhould it not be as free for him to go 
out as it was to enter > No Member oft a Religious 
Society can be tied with any other Bonds but what pro- 
ceed Pemihe certain expetation of eternal Lite. A Church 
then is a Sogety of Members voluntanly aniting to this 
cnd, 

It follows now that we conſider what s the Power of 
this Church, and unto what Laws it 15 ſubjett. 

Foralmuch as no Society, how free foever, or upon 
whatſoever {light occaſion imſtituted, (whether of Philo- 
phers for Learning, of Merchants for Commerce, or of 
men of leiſure for mutual Converſation and Diſcourſe,) No 
Church or Company, I ſay, canin the leaſt ſubſiſt and hold 
together, but will preſently diſſolve and break to pieces, 
unleſs it be regulated by ſome Laws, and the Members 
all conſent to obſerve ſome Order. Place, and- time of 
meeting muſt be agreed on; Rules for admitting and ex- 
cluding Members muſt be eſtabliſht ; Diſtin&tion of Officers, 
and parting things into a regular Courſe, and ſuch like,can- 
not be omitted. But fince the joyning together of ſeve- 
ral Members into this Church-Scciety, as has already been 
demcnſtrated, is abſolutely free and ſpontaneous, it ne- 
cellarily follows, that the Right of making its Laws can be- 
long 
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long to none but the Sociery it (elf, or at leaſt (which 


1s the ſame thi 


conſent has authoriſed therennto. 

Some perhaps may object, that no ſuch Society can be 
ſaid to be a true Church, unleſs it have in it a Eiſhop, or 
Preebyter, with Ruling Aathority derived from the very 
Apoſtles, and continued down unto the preſent times by 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion. 

To theſe anſwer. In the firſt place, Let them ſhew 
the Edit by which Chriſt has impoſed that Law upon his 
Church. And let not any man think me impertinenr if, 
of this conſequence, I require that the Terms of 


in a thin 

that Edidt be very expres and pcfiive., 
he has made us, that whereſoever 
+ gether in bi 


s Name, he will be in the midſt 


to thoſe whom the Society by common 


me 


For the Promiſe 
two or three are gathered to- Marth. 18. 
of them, (cems to **: 


unply the contrary. Whether fuch an Aﬀſembly want a- 
ny thing neceſſary to a true Church, pray do you con- 
lider. Certain I am, that nothing can be there wanting 
unto the Salvation of Souls z Which is ſufficient to our 


purpole. 


Next, Pray obſerve how great have always been the 
Divihons amongſt even thoſe who lay ſo much ſtreſs upon 
the Divine Inſtitution, and contmucd Succeflion of a cer- 
tan Order of Rulers in the Church, Now their very Dif- 
{cation anavoidably purs us upon a neceſſity of delibera- 
ting, and conſequently allows a liberty of chooſing that, 
which upon conhideration, we preter. 

And in the lift place, 1 conſent that theſe men have a 
Ruler of their Church, eſtabliſhed by fact/a long-Series of 
Succelhon as they jadge necetfary 5 'provided1 may have 
liberty at the ſame time to join my (elf to that Society, in 
which 1am pcr{waded thoſe things are to be found which 


arc neceflary to the Salvation of my Soul. 


Eccletaſtic 


Liberty will be preſerved on all tides, and 


man will have a Legitlator impoſed upon him,but whom h 
; (elf has choſen, C 2 


In this manner 


no 
inm- 
But 


' 
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Bye ſince men are ſo ſollicuous about the true Church, 
I would only ask them, here by the way, it it be nor 
more agreeable ro the Church of Chriſt, to make the Con- 
ditions of ber Communion confiit in fuch things, and ſach 
things.only, -as the Holy Spirit has in the Holy Scriptures 
declared, in-exprets Words, to be _— Salvanion « I 
ask. Lav, whether this be not more agr eto the Charch 
of Chriſt, than for men to impoſe their own Inventions 
and Interpretations upon others, as it they were cf Di- 
vine Authority, and to cſtablith by Ecclettaftical Laws, as 
abſolutely neceſiary to the Protelion of Chriſtianity, ſuch 
things as the Holy Scriptures do ether not mention, or at 
leaſt not expreſly command. Wholoever requires thoſe 
things in order to Ecclettaltical Communion, which Chriſt 
docs not require 1 order to Lite Eternal, he may perhaps in- 
deed conſinute a Society accommodated ro his own Opint- 
on and bis own Advantage, but how that can be called the 
Church of Chnſt, which ts cltablifhed upon Laws that are 
not his, and which excludes fuck Perions trom its Commr- 
nion as he will one day receive into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, -I underſtand not. But this being not a proper place to 
enquire into the marks of the true Church, I will only mind 
thoſe that contend (o earneſtly tor the Decrees” of their 
own Society, and rhat cry out continually the Church, the 
Church, wwh as much aowe, and upon the ' ſame 
Prnciple, as the Ephtefpan Giverſitiths d tor their Diana x; 
this, I fay, 1 defire ro mand them of, That the Goſpel fre- 

nently - declares that the true Diſcaples of Chriſtmuſt (uf- 

r Perſccution 3, but that the Church ot Chriſt ſhould per- 
ſecure others, and force others by Fire and Sword, to em- 
brace her Faxth and Doctrine, I could never yet find in any 
of the Books of the New Teitamenr. 

The End of a Religious Society (as has already beer 
pry! ba the Publick Worſhip of God, and by means there- 
of the acquiſition of Eternal Lite, All Diſcipline ooght 
therefore 
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therefore to tend ro that Ead, and all Ecclefiafticat Laws 
tq be thereunto confined. Nothing ought, nor can be 
trankacted in this Sonety, relating to the kethon of Ci- 
vil and Worldly Goods, No Force 15 here to be made 
uſe of, upon any occaſion whatſoever : For Force belongs 
wholly to the Civil Magiſtrate, and the; Poſlefion of ; all 
ourward Goods » ſubject ro his Jariidiction; 

But it may be asked, By what means then ſhall Ecclef- 
altical Laws be cſtabliſhed, it they muſt be thus deſtitute 
of all Compulſive Power ? 1 anfwer, They mult be cfta- 
bliſbed by Means fuitable to the Nature of fuch Things, 
whereot the external Profteihor aud OQbferyation, it not 
proceeding from a thorow Conviction-and Appgrobation of 
the Vand, 15 altogether uſclefs and unproftable. The Arms 
by which the Members of this Society are-r0 be kept within 
their Duty, are Exhortations, Admonimions, and Ad- 
vices. It by thde means the Offenders will not be re- 
claimed, and the Erroneous convmced, there vermazns no- 
thing farther t& be done, but that ſuch ſtubborn and ob- 
ſtinate Perſons, who give no ground to hope for their Re- 
tormatnon, ſhould be caſt out and & trom the So- 
ciety. This us the laſt and atmolt Force of Ecclchaſtical 
Authoriry : No other Pum{lmene canth be inited, 
+ than that, the Relation cealing berween the Body. and the 
Member whack 1s cut oft, the Perfon fo condemaecd cealics 
tO be a Part of that Charch. 

Thete things beuag thus determined , let us mnquire in 
the next place, how far the Duty of Toleranion extends, 
and what vs required tzxom every one by ut. 

And L hold, That no-Charch is bound by the Du- 
trot T jon to retain any fuck Perion m her Boſon:, 
as, after Admonition, continues obſtmately to ofttend 
againſt the Laws of the Society. For thele being the Con- 
don of Communion, aad the Bond of the Society, if 
the Breach of them were permatted without any Animad- 


verlion, 
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verſion, the Society would _ | be thereby difſol- 
ved, Bur nevertheleſs, in all ſuch Caſes care is to be ta- 
ken that the Sentence of Excommunication, and the Exe- 
cution thereof, carry with it no rough uſage, of Word or 
Attion, whereby the cjetted Perſon may any wiſe be dam- 
nificd in Body or Eſtate. For all Force (as has often been 
ſaid) belongs only to the Magiſtrate, nor ought any private 

ons, at any time, to uſe Force; unlets it be 1n felf- 
defence againſt unjuſt Violence. Excommunication neither 
does, nor can, deprive the excommunicated Perſon of any 
of thoſe Civil Goods that he formerly pollefied. All thoſe 
things belong to the Civil Government, and are under the 
Magiſtrates Protettion. The whole Force of Excommuni- 
cation conliſts only in this, that, the Reſolution of the So- 
ciety in that reſpe& being declared , the Univn that was 
between the Body and ſome Member comes thereby to be 
difjolved 3 and that Relation ceafing, the participation of 
fome certain things, which the Sociery communicated to 
its Members, and unto which no Man has any Civil Right, 
comes alſo to ceaſe. For there ts no Civil Injury done 
unto the excommunicated Perſon, by the Charch-Miniſter's 
refuſing him that Bread and Wine, in the Celebration of 
the Lord's Supper , which was not bought with his, but 
other mens Money. 

Secondly, No private Perſon has any Right, in any 
manner, to prejudice another Perſon in his Civil Enjoy- 
ments, becauſe he is of another Chnrch or Religion. All 
the Rights and Franchiſes that belong to him as a Man, or 
as a Deniſon, are inviclably to be preſerved ro him. Theſe 
are not the Buſineſs of Rehgon. No Violence nor Injury 
is to be offered kim, whether he be Chriſtian or Pagan. 
Nay, we muſt not content our fſclves with the narrow 
Meaſures of bare Juſtice: Charity, Bounty, and Liberality 
muſt be added ton, This the Goſpel enjoyns, this Rea- 
ſon direfts, and this that nataral Fellowſhip we are born 
into 
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into requires of us, If any man err from the right way, 
RR — ——_——_ — — 
art thou to puniſh him in the things of this Life, becauſe 
thou ſuppoſeſt he will be miſerable in that which 1s to 
come 


What 1 fay concerning the mutual Toleration of pri- 
vate Perſons differing from one another in Religion, I un- 
derſtand alſo of particular Churches 3 which ſtand as it 
were in the fame Relation to cach-other as private Per- 
ſons among themſelves, nor has any one of them any man- 
ner of Juriſdiction over any other, no not even when the 
Civil Magiſtrate (as it ſometimes happens) comes to be of 
this or the other mumon. ,For the Crvþ Government 
can give no new Right to the Church, nos the- Church to 
the Civil Government. ' So that whether the iſtrate 
joyn hunſelf, ro any Church, or ſeparate from it, the Church 
remains, always as it was before, a free and voluntary So- 
ciety. It neather. acquires the Power of the Sword bythe 
Magiſtrates coming to it, nor does it loſe the Right of In- 
ſtruction and  Excommunication by his going from it. 
This is the fundamental and unmutable Right of 
neous Society, that it has power to remove. any of 1ts 
Members who tranſgreſs the; Rules of its Inſtitution : Bur 
it cannot, by the acceſſion of any new Members, acquire 
any Right of Juriſdiftion over thoſe that are noe joined 
with it. And therefore Peace, Equity, and Friendſhip, 
are always mutually to be oblcrved by particular Churches, 
in the ſame manner as by private Perſons,. without any 
pretence of Superiority or Juriſſ&on oyer one another. 


That the thing may be made yet clearer by an Example 3: 


Let us fa two Churches, the one of Ararizians, the 
other of Calviziſts, refiding in the City of Conſtantinople. 
Will any one fay, that either of theſe Churches has Right 
to.deprive the Members of the other of 'their Eſtates and 

Liberty, (as we ſce prattifed elſewhere) becauſe of their 


x ſponta- ' 


differing, 
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ng fromar in ſome Dotrines or Ceremonies 3 whilſt 
the Turks iwthe' mean while Henfly ſtand by, and langh to 
ſee with what inhumane Cruelty Chriſtians ths rage againſt 
Chriſtans ? But if one of thele Churches hath this Power 
of treating the other ill, I ask which of them it 1s ro whom 
that Power belongs, and by whet Right? It will be an- 
ſwered, undoubtedly, That it is the Orthodox Charch 
which has the Right of Authority over the Erroneous or 
Heretical. This us, in great and {pecions Words, to ſay 
juſt nothing at all. For every Charch is Orthodox to it 
{elf 3 to others, Erroneous or Heretical. For whatſoever 
any I it believes to be truc; and the con- 
trary unto thoſe things, it pronounces to be Error. So that 
the Controverſic berween theſe Churches about the Truth 
of their Doftrines, and the Purity of their Worſhip, i; 
on both fides eqnal 4 nor & there any Judge, ether at Cor- 
ftantinople, or eliwhere upon Earth, b "Sentence it 
can be determined, The Decifion of that Queſtion bc- 
longs only'ro the Supream Judge of all men, ro whom alſo 
alone the iſhment of the Erroneons, In the 
mean while, let thoſe men confider how hainouſly rhey 
fin, Who, adding Injaſtice, ut not to their Error yet cer- 
minly to their Pride,” do raſttly and ntly rake npon 
them to miſuſe the Servimrty of another Maſter, who arc 
not at all accountable” ro them, 

- Nay, further: -Tf it could be manifeſt which of theſe 
two diflenting ' Churches ' were in the nght, there woure 
not accrue thereby unto the Orthodox ary Right of dc- 
ſtroying the other. For Charches have nelther any i- 
dion in Worldly' matters, nor are Fire and Sword any 


Inſtruments wherewith to convince mens minds of : 


, and inform them of the Trath. Let us ſuppoſe, 
nevertheleſs, that the Civil Magitttrate indlimed to favour 
one of them, and 4o pur his Sword into their Hands, that 


(by his Conſent) they mighr chaſtiſe the Diſſenters as they | 


plcaſc: l 


| 
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pleaſed. Will any man fay, that any Right can be deri- 
ved unto a Chriſtian Church! over its Brethren, from a Tar- 
kiſh Emperor ? An Infidel, who has himfelt no Authority 
to puniſh Chriſtians tor the Articles of their Faith, cannot 
confer ſuch an Authority npon any Society of Chriſtians, 
nor give unto them a Right which he has not himfclt. 
This would be the Caſe at Conſtantinople, And the Reaton 
ot the thing is the ſame in any Chriſtian Kingdom. The 
Civil Power is the ſame in every place : nor can that Pow- 
cr, in the Hands of a Chriſtian Prince, conter any greater 
Authority upon the Church, than in the Hands of a Hea- 
then ; which 15 to ſay, juſt none at all. 

Nevertheleſs, it is worthy tobe obſerved, and lamented, 
that the moſt violent of thete Detenders of the Truth, 
the Oppoſers of Errors, the Exclaumers againft Schifm, do 
hardly ever let looſe this their Zeal tor God, with which 
they are ſo warmed and inflamed, unlets where they have 
tne Civil Magiſtrate on their fide. Bur fo foon as ever 
Court-tavour Jas given them the better end of the Staff, 
and they begin to feel themiclves the ſtronger, then pre- 
ſently Peace and Charity are to be laid aſide: Otherwite, 
they are religioufly to be obſerved. Where they have not 
the Power to carry on Perſccution, and to become Ma- 
ſters, there they delire to live upon fair Terms, and preach 
ap Toleration. When they are not ſtrengthned with the 
Civil Power, then they can bear moſt patiently, and un- 
movedly, the Contagion of Idolatry , Superſtmion, and 
Hereſic, in their Neighbourhood $ of which, in other Oc- 
calhons, the Intereſt of Religion makes them to be ex- 
treamly apprehenfive. They do not forwardly attack thoſe 
Errors which are in faſhion at Court, or are countenanced 
by the Government. Here they can be content to ſpare 
their Arguments : which yet (with their leave) 15 the on! 
right Method of propagating Truth, which has no fuc 
way of prevailing, as when ſtrong Arguments and good 

D Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, are joined with the ſoftneſs of Civility and good 
Ulſage. : 
No body therefore, in fine, neither ſingle Perions, nor ' 
Churches, nay, nor even Commonwealths, have any jult | 
Title to invade the Civil Rights and Worldly Goods of | 
cach other, upon pretence ot Religion. Thoſe that are 


of another Opinion, would do well tro conſider with them- 
ſelves how pernicious a Secd of Diſcord and War, how ?f 
powerful a provocation to endleſs Hatreds, Rapines, and 
Slaughters, they thereby furniſh unto Mankind. No Peace 
and Security, no not ſo much as Common Friendſhip, can 
ever be eſtabliſhed or preſerved amongſt Men, fo long as 
this Opinion prevails, That Dominion is founded in Grare, 
and that Religion is to be propagated by torce of Arms. 
In the third place : Let us fee what the Duty of Tole- 
ration requires trom thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt of Mankind, (trom the Laity, as they plate to call us) 
by ſome Ecclcſiaſtical Character, and Office 5 whether they 
be Biſhops, Prieſts, Presbyters, Mmiſters, or however clic 
diguihed or diſtinguiſhed, Ir 1s not my Bufmels ro inquire 
here into the Onginal of the Power or Dignity of the 
Clergy. This only I fay, That Whence-focver thar Au- 
thonity be ſprung, fince it 1s Eccleſiaſtical, in ought to be 
confned within the Bounds of the Church, nor can it in 
any manner be extended to Civil Afﬀeairs z becanſe the 
Church it felt is a thing abſolutely ſeparate and diſtinct 
trom the Commonwealth. The Boundaries on both fides 
are fixed and immovable. He jumbles Heaven and Earth 
together, the things moſt remote and oppolte, who mixes 
theſe two Societies ; which are 1n their Original, End, 
Buſineſs, and in every thing, perfectly diſtin, and infinite- 
ly different trom cach - 4 No man therefore , with 
wharſoever Eccleſiaſtical Office he be dignified, can deprive 
another man that 1s not of his Church and Faith, cither 
of Liberty, or of any part of his Worldly Goods, upon 
bo ' 
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the account of that difference between them in Religion. 
For whatſoever is not lawful to the whole Church, cannor, 
by any Eccleſiaſtical Right, become lawtul to any of us 
Members. 

But this is not all. It is not enough that Eccleſiaſtical 
men abſtain trom Violence and Rapine, and all manner oi 
Perſecution. He that pretends to be a Succeſſor of the 
Apoltles, and takes upon him the Offtice of Teaching, 1s 
obliged alſo to admoniſh his Hearers of the Duties of 
Peace, and Good-will towards all men 3 as well towards the 
Erroncous as the Orthodoxz towards thoſe that differ 
from them mn Fanh and Worſhip, as well as towards thoſe 
that agree with them therein : And he ought induſtrioutly 
to exhort all men, whether private Pecfons or Magiltrates, 
(if any ſuch there be in his Church) to Charity, Meeknefs, 
and Tolerationz and diligently endeavour to allay and 
temper all that Heat, and unreaſonable averſenefs of mind, 
which either any mans fiery Zeal for his own Sect, or 
the Cratt of others, has kindled againſt Diflenters. I will 
not undertake to repreſent how happy and how great 
would be the Fruit, both in Church and State, it the Pul- 
pits every where founded with this Doctrine of Peace 
and Toleration 4 left I ſhould ſeem to reflect roo ſeverely 
upon thoſe Men whoſe Dignity I defire not to detract 
from, nor would have it Taniniſhed either by others or 
themſelves. But this 1 fay, That thus it ought to be. 
And if any one that profetles himſelf tro be a Vamiſter of 
the Word of God, a Preacher of the Goſpel of Peace, 
tcach otherwiſe, he cither underſtands not, or neglects the 
Buſineſs of his Calling , and ſhall one day give account 
thereof unto the Priace of Peace. It Chrittians are to 
be admoniſhed that they abſtain trom all manner of Re- 
venge , even after repeated Provocations and multiphed 
Injuries, how much more ought they who ſuffer nothing, 
who have had no harm done them, torbear Violence, and 
D 2 abſtam 
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abſtain from a!l manner of ill uſage towards thoſe from 
whom they have received none. This Cantion and Tem- 
per they ought certainly ro uſe towards t10ſe who mind 
only their own Eufincts, and are folketous for qg—_, 
but that (whatever Men think of them) they may wot 

ſhip God in that manner which they are perinaded 1s ac- 
ceptable to him, and in which rhey have rhe ſtrongeſt 
hopes of Etcrnal Salvation. In private domeſtick Affairs, 
in the management of Eſtates, in the conſervation of Ro- 
dily Health, every _ may cont! _ what fuits his own 
CONVEniency. and tollow what cout: he hkes beſt. No 
man complains ot the 1l! nhaneoages of hs Naghbour's 
Afttaire. No man 1s angry with another tor an Error com- 
mitted in fowing his Land, or 1n marrying Ins Daughter. 
No body corrects a Sp endthrift tor conſumi:12 his Subſtance 
in Taverns. Let any man pull down, or build, or make 
whatſocver Expences he cleaths, no body murmurs, no bo- 
dy controuls him s he has his Liberty. Bur it any man do 
not frequent the Church, it he do not there conform his 
Behaviour exactly to the accuſtomed C Tem omes, or it he 
brings not his Children to be initiated 1a the Sacred Myſte- 
ries of this or the other Congreganon , this unmediatcly 
cauſes an Uproar. The Naghbourhood 15 filled with Noſe 
and Clamour. Every one 1s ready to be the Avenger of 
{o great a Crime. And the Zcalots hardly have the pati- 
cnce to refrain trom Violence and Rape, fo long ill rhe 
Cauſe be heard, and the poor man be, according to Form, 
condemned to the lofs oft Liberry, Goods, or Life. Oh 
that our Eccleftaftical Orators, of every Sect, would apply 
themſelves with all the ſtrength of Arguments that they 
are able, to the confounding of mens Errors ! Bur let 
them ſpare their Perſons. Let them not ſupply their 
want of Rcaſons with the Inftraments of Force, which 
belong to another Junif hchon, and do 11] become a Church- 
man's Hands. Let them not call in the Magiſtrate's Autho- 
rity 
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rity to the aid of their Eloquence, or Learmang 3 left, per- 
haps, whilſt they pretend only Love for the Trath, this 
their intemperate Zeal, breathing nothing bat Fire and 
Sword, betray their Ambition, and ſhew that what they 
defire is Temporal Dominion. For it will be very dith- 
cult tro perſiade men oft Sente, that he, who with dry 
Eves, and fatistation of mind, can deliver his Brother un- 
to the Exccntioner, to be burnt alive, does fincerely and 
heartily concern himſelf ro fave that Brother from the 
Flames of Hell in the World to come. 
In the lift place. Let us now confider what is the Ma- 
iſtrate's Duty in the Bufinefs of Toleration : which certain- 
ly is very conſiderable. 

We have already proved, That the Care of Souls docs 
not belong to the Magiſtrate : Not a Magiſterul Care, | 
mean, (it 1 may fo call it) which conſiſts in preſcribing by 
Laws, and compelling by Puniſhments. But a chanable 
Care, which conſiſts in tcaching, admoniſhing, and per- 
fuading, cannot be denied unto any man. The Care 
theretore of every man's Soul belongs unto himſelf, and is 
to be letr unto himſelf. Bur what it he neglect the Care 
of his Soul ? | anfwer, What if he negle@ the Care of his 
Health, or of his Eſtate, which things are nearhier related 
to the Government of the Magiſtrate than the other? Wil 
the Magiſtrate provide by an expreſs Law, That fach an 
one ſhall not become poor or fick ? Laws provide, as 
much as is poſlible, that the Goods and Health of Subjects 
be not injured by the Fraod or Violence of others; t 
do not guard them from the Negligence or Ill-husbandry 
ot the Poſteſlors themſelves. No man can be forced to be 
Rich or Healthfil, whether he will or no. Nay, God 
himſelf will not Cave men againſt their will. Ler. us ſap- 
poſe, however, that ſome Prince were defrrous ro force his 
Subjects to accumulate Riches, or to preferve the Health 
and Strength of rheir Bodics. Shall it be provided by 
Law, 
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Law, that they muſt conſult none but Rowen Phyſicians, 
and ſhall every one be bound to live according to their 
Preſcriptions ? What, ſhall no Potion, no Broth, be ta- 
ken, but what is prepared cither in the Faticax, ſuppoſe, 
or in a Geneva Shop? Or, to make theſe Subjects rich, 
ſhall they all be obliged by Law to become Merchants, or 
Muſicians ? Or, ſhall every one turn Vittualler, or Smith, 
becauſe there are ſome that maintain thar Families plenti- 
fully, and grow rich in thoſe Profeflions ? Burt it may be 
ſaid, There are a thouſand ways to Wealth, bur one only 
way to Heaven. "Tis well faid indeed, eſpecially by thoſe 
that plead for compelling men into this or the other Way, 
For if there were ſeveral ways that lead thither, there 
would not be ſo much as a pretence left tor Compulfion. Bur 
now if 1 be marching on with my utmoſt Vigour, im that 
way which, according to the Sacred Geography, leads 
ſtreight to Jernſalew ; Why am 1 beaten and ill uſed by 
others, becauſe, perhaps, I wear not Buskins 3 becauſe my 
Hair is not of the right Cut ; becauſe perhaps I have not 
been dip't in the right Faſhion 4 becauſe 1 cat Fleſh upon 
the Road, or ſome other Food which agrees with my Sto- 
mach z becauſe I avoid certain By-ways, which ſeem unto 
me to lead into Briars or Precipices z becauſe amongſt the 
ſeveral Paths that are in the ſame Road, I chooſe that to 
walk in which ſcents to be the ſtreighteſt and cleaneſi + be- 
cauſe I avoid to keep company with ſome Travellers that 
are leſs grave, and others that are more ſowre than they 
ought to be z or in fine, becauſe I follow a Guide that ci- 
ther is, or is not, clothed in Whate, and crowned with a 
Miter ? Certainly, if we conſider right, we ſhall find that 
for the moſt part =y are ſuch ivelowthing as theſe, that 
(without any prejudice to Religion or the Salvation of 
Souls, if not accompanied with Superſtition or Hypocriſic 

might either be obſerved or omitted ; I fay they are fuc 

like things as as theſe, which breed implacable Enmiries 
amongſt 
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amongſt Chriſtian Brethren, who are all agreed in the Snb- 
ſtantial and truly Fundamental part ot Rehgion. 

But let us grant unto theſe Zealons, who condemn all 
things that are not of their Mode, that from theſe Cir- 
cumſtances ariſe difterent Ends. What ſhall we conclude 
from thence ? There 1s only one of theſe which is the true 
way to Eternal Happinels. Bur 1n this great variety of 
ways that men follow, it 15 {till doubted whick is this right 
one. Now neither the care of the Commonwealth, nor 
the right of enadting Laws, does diſcover this way that 
leads to Heaven more certainly to the Magiſtrate, than eve- 
ry private mans Search and Study difcovers it unto himſelf. 
[ have a weak Body, funk under a languiſhing Diſeaſe, for 
which (I ſuppoſe) there is one only Remedy, | that un- 
known. Does it therefore belong unto the Magiſtrate 
to preſcribe me a Remedy, becauſe there 1s but one, and 
becauſe it is unknown ? Becauſe there is but one way for 
me to eſcape Death, will it therefore be ſafe for me to 
do whatſoever the Magiſtrate ordains ? Thoſe things that 
every man ought fincerely ro enquire into himſelf, and by 
Meditation, Study, Scarch, and his own Endeavours, at- 
tain the Knowledge of, cannot be looked upon as the Pe- 
cuhar Poſleſlion of any one fort of Men. Princes indeed 
are born Superior unto other men in Power, but in Na- 
ture equal, Neither the Right, nor the Art of Ruling, 
does neceiknly carry along with i the certain Knowledge 
of other things 3 and leaſt of all of the true Religion. 
For if it were ſo, how could it come to paſs that the 
Lords of the Earth ſhould difter fo valtly as they do in Re- 
ligious Matters ? Bur let us grant that it is probable the 
way to Eternal Lite may be better known by a Prince 
than by his Subjects 3 or at leaſt, that in this incertitude 
of. things, the ſateſt and moſt commodious way for private 
Perſons 1s to follow his Dictates. You will fay, what then ? 
If he ſhould bid you follow Merchandiſe for your Liveli- 

how 
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hood, would you decline that Courſe for fear it ſhould 
not ſacceed ? I anſwer : I would rurn Merchant upon the 
Princes command, becauſe in caſe 1 ſhould have ill Succeſs 
in Trade, he is abundantly able to make up my Loſs ſome 
other way. If it be true, as he pretends, that he deſires 
I ſhould thrive and grow rich', he can ſet me up a- 
ain when unſucceſsful Vovages have broke me. Bur this 
is not the Caſe, in the things that regard the Lite to come. 
If there I rake a wrong Courſe, it in that reſpe&t I am 
once undone, it 15 not in the Magiſtrates Power to re- 
pair my Loſs, to caſe my Suffering, nor to reſtore me 
in any meaſure, much leſs entirely, to a good Eſtate. 
What Security can be given for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven F 
Perhaps ſome will fay that they do not ſuppoſe this in- 
fallible Judgment, that all men are bound to follow in 
the Aﬀairs of Religion, to be in the Civil Magiſtrate, but 
in the Church. What the Church has determined, that 
the Civil Magiſtrate orders to be obſerved ; and he pro- 
vides by his Authority that no body ſhall ether at or be- 
heve, in the buſineſs of Religion, otherwiſe than the 
Church teaches. So that the Judgment of thoſe things is 
in the Church. The Magiſtrate himſelt yields Obedience 
thereunto, and requires T like Obedience from others. 
I anſwer : Who ſees not how frequently the Name of the 
Church, which was fo venerable in the rime of the Apo- 
ſtles, has been-made ufe of to throw Duſt in Peoples Eves, 
in following Ages ? But however, in the preſent caſe it 
helps us not. The one only narrow way which leads to 
Heaven is not better known to the Magiſtrate than to pri- 
vate Perſons, and therefore 1 cannot ſafely rake him for 
my Guide, who may probably be as ignorant of the way 
as my ſelf, and who certainly is leſs concerned for = Sal. 
vation than Imy (elf am. A ſo many Kings of the 
Jews, how many of them were whom any Ifraclite, 
thus 
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chas blindly following, had hot fall'y- into bdctarry, 20 
thereby into Deſtruction ? Yet neverthdefs, you bid me be 
of good Courage, and tell me that all is now fate and fe- 
cure, becauſe the Magiſtrate does not now enjoin- the ob- 
ſervance of his own Decrees int matters of Religion, but 
only the Decrees of the Church. Of what Church I be- 
ſeech you? Of that certainly which likes him beſt. 'As if 
he that compells me by Laws and Penalties to enter into 
this or the other Church, did nor interpoſe his own Judg. 
ment in the matter. What difference is there whether te 
lead me himſelt, or deliver me over to be led by others? 
| depend both ways upon his Will, and it is he that de- 
termines both ways of my eternal Tate. Would an J- 
raclite, that had worſhipped Bal upon the Command of 
his King, have been in any better condition, becauſe ſome 
body had told him that the King ordered nothing in Re- 
ligon upon his own Head, nor. commanded any thing'to 
be done by. his Subjedts in Divine Worſhip, but what was 
approved by the Counſel of Prieſts, and declared to be of 
Divine Right by the Doors of their Church ? If the Re- 
ligion of any Church become therefore true-and ſaving, 
becauſe the Head of that Seft, the Prdares and Prieſts, and 
thoſe of that Tribe, do all ct them, with all their mighr, 
extvl and praiſe it 3 what Religion can ever be accounted 
erroncous, falſe and deſtruttive 2 1 am donbttul concern- 
ing the Doctrine of the Socin/arr, Tam ſuſpicious of the way 
ot Worſhip prattiſcd by the Popiſts, or Lutherans will it 
be ever a jot the (afer for me ro join cither unto the one 
or the other of thole Churches, upon the Magiſtrates Com- 
mand ,/' becauſe he commands nothing uw Religion but 
by the Authority an4 Countcl of the 'Dottors of that 

Church? | 
But to (peak the truth, we muſt acknowledge that the 
Church (it 4 Convention of Clergy-men, making Canons, 
maſt be called by rhat Name) is tor the molt pare more ape 
[A to 
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'to- be 4aflucnced. by | the, Court , - than the (Contr: ' by 


the Church, How the Church was under the Viciſh- 
rade of Orthodox and Arrian Emperors #s very well 


knowy.. Or it thoſe things be roo remote, our modern 
kaz!: 6 bhbery atiords 15-treſb Examples, wn the Rergns 
of the #46, - Edward the 6th, Mary, and Elizabeth, 


em cally and Wmootbly the Clergy changed thar Decrees, 
their Articles of Faith, their Form of Worſhip, every thing, 
according to the inglinatzon of thoſe Kings and Queens, 
Yet were thoſe Kuigs and Qucens of ſuch different mmds, 
in-pamar of Religion, and: enjvined thercupon fuch diffe- 
rent-things, that no mans in his Wirs (1 had almoſt faid none 
__ an Atheiſt) will preſume to- ſay that any fincere and 
upright Wo of God could, with a fate Conicience, 
their veral Decrces. To conclude. Itis the fame 
tbipg whether a King that preſcribes Laws to mother mans 
Rehigjon prettznd to do tt wh his own Judgment,\.or by the 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority and Advice of others. The De- 
ciſions of Church-men, whoſe Ditterences arid Diſputes are 
ſuſbciently known, cannot be any ſounder, or" fater than 
his : Nor can all they Softrages joined together add any 
new ſtrength unto the Civil Power. Tho this alfo muſt 
be raken notice of, that Princes ſeldom have any regard to 
the Suffrages of Ecclefiaſticks that are not Favourers of their 
own Faithand way of Worſhip. 

But after all, the privcipel Conſideration, and-which ab- 
fplutely- determines this Controverhie, is the. . 'Akhou 
the Magiſtrates Opinzon mn Religion be found, and Fo 
way that he a ts be truly Evangelical, yet if 1 be not 
thoroughly aded thereof in my own mind, there will 
be no latety for me 1n A No way wharſocver 
that I {ball walk in, againſt the Diftates of my Conſcience, 
will ever bring me to the Manſions of the Bleſſed. 1 may 
grow rich by an Art that I take not delight ins 1 may be 
auet.of fone Dilcaſe by Ranedies that 1 have not Faith 
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ms but I cannot: be Gved by a; Rebgion that T diſtruſt, 
and by a Worſhip that I abhor. .kagwrrainfor an Un 
behever 10 take up the ontward fhew of another -mans 
Proteſſion. Faith only, and inward Sincerity, arc the things 
that procure acceptance with God. The moſt likely and 
maſt approved Remedy can have no cttect __ the P4- 
uent, uf has Stomach reject it 'as laon taken, dyota will 
m vain cram a Medicine down a ok mans Throat, which 
his particular Conſtitution will be fare to turn 1nco Pogfon. 
In a word. Whatſoever may be doubtful m Religion, 
yet this at leaſt is certain, that no Redligion; -which Tbe- 
lieve not to be true, can be either erue, -or profitable un- 
to me. 1n vain therefore do Princes compel their Subjeas 
to come wmto their Church-communion, under pretence of 
laving their Souls, It they believe, they will come of their 
own gccord ; if they believe not, cher coming will nothing 
avail them. How great ſocvcr, in tine, may-bethe pretence 
ot Good-will, aud Charity, -and concern for-the Salvation 
of mens Souls, men cannot be torced to be faved whether 
they will or no. And thercfore, when all is done, they muſt 
be left to their own Canfcences. 

Having thus at length freed men from all Dominion ©- 
ver one another 1n matters of Religion ,, let ns now conft- 
der what they are todo. All men know and acknowledge 
that God ought to be publickly worthipped. Why other- 
wile do they compel one another uno the publick 'Aﬀ/lem- 
blics ?' Men therefore conſtirured im thus libetty are ro er 
tcr inte forme Rebgions _ , that they may meet t6ge- 
ther, not only ;for mutual. Editication, but to own to the 
world that they worſhip God, and ofter unto his divine 
Maje\ty ſack ſervice as they chendel ves are: not aſhamed of, 
and fach as they think norgnworthy of him nor wnaccep- 
table coun 4 and :figally. that by che purity of Dottrine, 
Holinck of Life, and Decent form of Worſtip, they may 
draw. others oneo the-love of rhe rruc Religion, ' and per- 
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form ſuch other things in Region as cannot be - done by 
ak ET | | 

1 werryereyred de we bw 
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private 
_ Theſe Religious 
Fr ur ought to 1olerate. ' For the bulineſs of r 
ies of the is nothing but what is lawfal for 
man un pact} to rake care-of 3-1 mean the Sal- 
vation of their Souls: nor mn this. caſe is there any diffe- 
rence betweet the National Church, and other ſeparated 
Congregations, 

But as in every Church there are two things cffecially 
to be confidereds The outward Form and Ritcs of Wor- 
ſhip, Agvd the Doftrines and Articles of Faith 3 theſe things 
muſt 'be bandled cach diſtintly ; that fo the whole matter 
of Toleration may the mare clcarly be underſtood. 

Concerwing outward Worſhip , | - a the firſt place ) 
that the Magiſtrate has no Power to enforce by Law, enher 
in his own Church, or much lcfs in-another, the ufc of any 
Rites or Ceremonies whatſoever in the Worſhip of God. 
And this, not =P becauſe theſe Churches are free So- 
cietics, but becauſe wharſocever is prattiſed in the Wor- 
ſhip of Gad, is only fo far juſtitable: as it is believed by 
thoſe: that pratiſe it to be acceptable unto him, What- 
foever is not done with that aſſurance of Faith, is neither 
well in i (elf, nor can it be acceptable to God. To im- 
poſe ſuch. things therefore upon any People, contrary to 
their own hu 5m to command them to ct- 
fepd God 3, which, conſidering that the end of all Rehi- 
| gs Day err is effentially necelſ- 
mo to that End, appears to be rd beyond expreſ- 

n. 

But perhaps it may berconcluded from- hence, that 1 
deny unto. the Magiſtrate all manner of Power about in- 
different things 3 which. if it be not granted, the whote 
Subjet-matter of Law-making is taken away. No, I rea- 
dily grant that Indifferent Thing, and perhaps none but 

| luch. 
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fuch, are ſubjeted to the Legiſlative Power. But it does 
not theretore tollow , that the Magiſtrate may ordain 
whatſoever he pleaſes concerning any thing that is indif- 
terenz. - The Publick Good is the Rule and Meaſure of all 
Law-making. It a thing be not uſeful to the Common- 
wealth, tho it it be never fo indifterent, it may not pre- 
fently be eſtabliſhed by Law. 

And farther : Things never fo indifferent in their own 
nature, when they are brought into the Church and Wor« 
ſhip of God, are removed out of the reach of the Magi- 
ſtrate's Juriſdiction 3 becauſe in that uſe they have no con- 
neon at all with Civil Afﬀairs. The only bufines of 
the Church is the Salvation of Souls: and it no ways con- 
cerns the Common-wealth, or any Member of it, that this, 
or the other Ceremony be there made uſe of. Neither 
the Uice, nor the Omithon of any Ceremonies, in thoſe 
Relygous Atſemblies, does ercher advantage or prejudice 
the Life, Liberty, or Eſtate of any man. For . Example : 
Let it be granted, that the waſhing of an Intant with wa- 
ter is 11 it felt an indifferent thing, Let it be granted alſo, 
that. it the Magiſtra'e underſtand fuch waſhing to be pro- 
fitable to the curng or preventing of any Diſeaſe that: 
Ghildren are fubject unto, and eſteem the matter weighty 
cnough to be taken care of by a Law, in that caſe he may 
order it to be done. Bur will any one theretore ſay, thac 
a Magiſtrate has the fame Right to ordain, by Law, that 
all Children ſhall be baptized by Prieſts, in the ſacred Font, 
in order to the purification of thor Souls ? The extream 
difference of theſe two Caſes ts. vitible to every one at rt 
ſight. Or let us apply the laſt Cale to the Child of a 
Jew, 2nd the thing peaks it felt. For what binders bur a 
Chnſtan Magiſtrate may have Subjets that are Jews 2 Now: 
if we acknowledge that ſuch an Injury may net 'be done 
unto a Jew, as tocompel him, againſt his own Opimon, to- 
pratice in his Religion a thing that is in us nature _ 
crent 
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ferents how can we maintam that any thing of this kind 
may be done ro a Chnitan? 0 

Aeain : Things in their own nature different cannot, 
by any human Authority, be made any part of the Wor- 
ſp of God;tfor this very reaſonzbecaule they are mditferent. 
For ſmce mdifierent things are not capable, by any Virtue 
of their own, to propitiate the Deiry 3 no human Power 
or 'Authoriry can confer on them fo much Dignity and 


Excel! 2s to enable them to do un. In the common 
Affairs of Life. that uſe of indifterent things which God 
has not forbidden, »s free and lawtul : theretore in 


thoſe things human Authority has place. Bur it is notfo 
mn matrers of Religion. Things indiftercat are not other- 
wiſe lawful in the Worſhip of God than as they are inſti- 
rured by God himſelf; and as he, by fome polrtive com- 
mand, has ordain'd them to be made a part of that Worſhip 
which he will youckſate ro accept of at the hands of poor 
hntul men. Nor when an 1 d Deity ſhall ask us, 14s 
has required theſe, or ſuch like things at our hands? will it be 
enough to anfwer hum, that the Magiſtrate commanded 
them. If civil Juriſdiction extended rhus far, what might 
not lawtally be introduced imo Religion ? What hodge- 
podge of Ceremonies, - what "ſuperſtitious Inventions, built 
npon the Magiſtate's Authority, might not ( againſt Con- 
ſcience ) be impoſed upon the Worſhippers of God ? 
For the greateſt part of theſe Ceremonies and Superſtions 
confiſts in the Religious Uſe of ſuch things as are-in their 
own nature indifferent : nor are they finful upen any other 
account” than becauſe God is not rhe Author of them. 
The ſprinkling of Water, and the uſc of Bread and Wine, 
are both in their own nature, and n the ordinary -occa- 
fions of Life, altogether indifferent. Will any man there- 
fore fay that theſe things could have been introduced in- 
ro Rehgion, and made a part of Divine Worſhip, 'if not 
by Divine Inſtitution ? It any Human Authority -or Civil 
Power 
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Power could have done this, why might it not at _— 
the cating of Fiſh, and drinking of Ale, in the hol - 
quet, as a part of Divine Worſhip ? Why not the ſprink- 
ling of the Blood of Beaſts 'in Churches, and Expuations 
by Waer or Fire, and abundance' more of this kind ? Bat 
theſe things, how indifferent ſoever they be in common 
uſes, when they come to be annexed anto Divine Wor- 
ſhip, withont Divine Authority, they are as abominable 
to God, as the Sacrifice of a Dog. And why a Dog fo a- 
bominable 2 What difference is there berween a Dog and a 
Goat, in reſpect of the Divine Natnre, equally and infinite- 
ly diſtant from all Amity with Matter 5 unltefs it be that 
God required the uſe of the one in Ins Worſhip, and nor 
of the other ? We ſce therefore that indifferent things how 
much foever they be under the Power of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, yet cannot upon that- pretence be mtroduced into 
Religjon, and unpoſed apon Religious Aﬀemblics ; becaute 
in the Worſhip of God they wholly ceaſe to be indifferent. 
He that worſhips God does ir with deſtgn to pleaſe him 
and procure his favour. - But that cannot be done by him, 
who, upan the command of another, offers unto God 
that which he knows wall be diſpleafmg to him, becauſe 
not commanded by himfelf. This is not to pleaſe God, 
or appeaſe his Wrazh, but willingly and knowmgly to-pro- 
voke lam, by a maniteſt Contempt; whichis a thing ab- 
ſolutely repugnant to the nature and end of Worthip. 

Byr it will here be asked : If nothwg belonging to Di- 
vine Worſhip be left ro human Diſcretion, how 15 it then 
that Churches themſelves have the power of ordering any 
thing about the Time and Place of Worthip, ang the like ? 
To this | anſwer; That iniReligrons Worftip we maſt di- 
ſtingnzh between what is pare of the Worſbip it (elf, and 
what is but a Circumſtance. Thar is a part of the Wor- 
ſbip which 1s beheved to he appornted by God, and to 
be well-pleafing to: bim 3 and. therefore that is neceſſary. 
Circum- 
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Circumſtances are ſuch things which, tho' in general they 
cannot be ſeparated from Worſhip, yet the particular in- 
ſtances or modifications of them are not determined ; and 
therefore they are indifferent. Of this fort are the Time 
and Place of Worſhip, the Habit and Poſture of him that 
worſhips. Theſe are Circumſtances, and perfeQtly indiffe- 
rent, where-God has not given any expreſs Command a- 
bout them. For example : Amongſt the Jews, the Time and 
Place of their Worſhip, and the Habits of thoſe that ofh- 
ciated in it, were not meer Circumſtances, but a part of 
the Worſhip it (clt ; in which if any thing were detettive, 
or different from the Inſtitution, they could not hope that 
it would be accepted by God. But theſe, to Chriſtians 
under the liberty of the Goſpel, are meer Circumſtances 
of Worlbip, which the Pralems ot every Church may 
bring into ſuch uſc as ſhall be judged moſt fubſervient to 
the end of Order, Decency, and Edification. Bar, even 
under the Goſpel,thoſe who RR the Firſt, or the Seventh 
Day to be ſet apart by God, and conſecrated ſtill to his 
Worſhip, to them that portion of Time is not a ſimple 
Circumſtance, but a Real Part of Divine Worſhip, which 
can neither be changed nor negleCed. 

In the next place: As the Magiſtrate has no Power to 
impoſe by his Laws, the uſe of any Rites and Ceremo- 
nies in-any Church, ſo neither has he any Power to fe 
the uſe of ſuch Rites and Ceremonies as are already re- 
ceived, approved, and praftiſed by any Church : Becauſe 
if he did fo, he would deſtroy the Church it ſelf z the end 
of whoſe Inſtitution is only ro worſhip God with freedom, 
after its own manner. 

You will ſay, by this Rule, if ſome Congregations (hould 
have a mind to ſacrifice Infants, or ( as the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians were falſely accuſed ) laſtfully pollate themſelves in 
promiſcuous Uncleanneſs, cr prattile any other ſuch hei- 
nous Enormities, is the Magiſtrate obliged to tolerate them, 
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becauſe they are committed in a Religious Aﬀembly ? 1 
anſwer, No. Theſe things are not lawtul in the ordinary 
courſe of life, nor in any private houſez and therefore 
neither are they ſo in the Worſhip of God, or in any rel- 
gious Meeting, Burt indeed it any _—_ ___ up- 
on account of Religion, ſhould be defirous to facrifice a 
Calf, I deny that That ought to be prohibited by a Law. 
Melibexs, whoſe Calf it is, may —_— kill his Calt 
at home, and burn any part of it that he thinks fit. For 
no [ajury ts thereby done to any one, no prejudice to an- 
other mans Goods. And for the ſame reaton he may kill 
his Calf alſo in a religious Meeting. Whether the doing 
{0 be well-pleafing to God or no, it is their part tocon- 
fider that do it. The part of the Magiſtrate is only to take 
care that the Commonwealth receive no prejudice, and 
that there be no Injury done to any man, either in Lite or 
Eſtate. And thus what may be ſpent on a Feaſt, may be 
you on a Sacrifice. But if peradventure fuch were the 
te of things, that the Intereſt of the Commonwealth re- 
quired all (laughter of Beaſts ſhould be forborn for ſome 
while, in order to the increaſing of the ſtock of Cartel, 
that had been deſtroyed by ſome extraordinary Murrain 5 
"Who ſces not that the Magiſtrate, in ſuch a cale, may forbid 
all his Subjects to kill any Calves for any ule whatſoever ? 
ny tis to be obſerved, that in this cate the Law 1s not 
made about a Religious, but a Political matter : nor 1 the 

Sacrifice, but the Slaughter of Calves thereby prohibited. 
By this we ſee what difference there is between the 
Church and the Commonwealth. Whatfoever 1s lawful 
in the Commonwealth, cannot be prohibited by the Ma- 
_ in the Church, Wharſoever 1s permitted unto any of 
is Subjcts for their ordinary ute, newher can nor ought 
to be forbidden by him to any SeCt ot People for ther re- 
ligious Uſes. If any man mary lawtully take Bread or Wine, 
cither {1tting or kneekng, m hw own houte, the Law ought 
not 
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not to abridge him of the ſame Liberty in his Rehigious 
Worſhipz tho' in the Charch rhe ute of Bread and Wine be 
very different, and be there apphed to the Myſteries of 
Faith, and Rites of Divine Worſhip. But thoſe things 
that are prejudicial to.the Commonweal of a People im 
thar ordinary uſe, and are theretore torbidden by Laws, 

thotc things ought nor to be permaered to Churches in their 
ſacred Rites.Onely the Magiſtrate ought always to be very 
careful that he do not miſuſe his Authority, to the op pret- 

fion of any Charch, under pretcace of publick Good, 

It may be ſaid z Whar if a Church be Helatroxs, is that 
alſo to be tolerated by the Magiſtrate ? I anſwer. What 
Power can be given to the Magiſtrate for the ſuppreftion 
of an Idolatrous Church, which may not, in time and place, 
be made uſe of to the ruine of an Orthodox one? For 
n maſt be remembred that the Civil Power 1 the fame 
every where, and the Religion of every Prince 1s Orthodox 
to himſelf. It therefore ſuch a Power be granted mnto the 
Civil Magiſtrate 1a Spirntuals, as that at Gremerre ( for Ex- 
ample ) he may extirpate, by Violence and Bloo: |, the Re- 
lgron which is there reputed Idolatrous% by the fame Rule 
another Magiſtrate, in ſome. neghbourng Country, may 
opprebs theRetormed Religion 3 and, im Indi, the Chriſtian. 
The Civil Power can either change every thing im Retigt- 
on, according to the Prince's plcatare, or mw can change 
nothing. It i be once permitted to introduce any thing 
into Religion, by the means of Laws and Penalties, there 
can be no bounds put to it; but it will in the ſame man- 
ner be lawtul to alter every thang, according to that Rute 
of Truth which the Magiſtrate has framed unto himfelf. 
No man whatſoever ought therefore to be depri- 
ved of his Terreſtrial Enjoyments, upon account of his 
Religion. Not even Americans, fubjetted unto a Chriſtian 
Prince, are to be puniſhed cither in Body or Goods, for 
not unbracing our Fauh and Worſtap. If they are per- 
{waded 
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fwaded that they plcate God in obſerving the Rites of 
their own Country, and-that they ſhall a Ars Happineſs 
by that means, they are to be left unto God and - 19mg 
ſelves. Let us trace this matter to the botrom. Thus it 
1s. An mconhderable and weak number of Chriſtians, dc- 
ſtnute of every thing, arnve in a Pagan Country : Theſe 
Foragners beleech the Inhabitants, by the bowels of Hu- 
manity, that they would fuccour them with the necefla- 
ries of hife : Thote neceſlaries are given them; Habitations 
are granted 3 and they all joyn together, and grow up 
mo one Body of People. The Chrithan Religion by this 
means takes root in that Countrey, and fpreads it fa ; 
bur does not ſuddenly grow the ſtrongeſt. While things 
are in this condinon, Peace, Friendilip, Faith an4” equal 
Juſtice, are preſerved amongit them. Art length the Ma- 
giltrate becomes a Chrittan, and by that means their Party 
becomes the moſt powertul. Then immediately all Com- 
pacts arc to be broken, all Civil Rights to be violated, 
that Idolatry may be extarpatel : And nnlefs theſe inno- 
cent Pagans, ſtrict Obſervers of the Rules of Equity and 
the Law of Nature, and no ways offending againſt the 
Laws of the Society, 1 ſay unlefs they will torfake their 
ancient Religion, and embrace a new and ſtrange one, 
they are to be turned out of the Lands and Poſleftons of 
their Forcfathers , and perhaps deprived of Lite it (elf. 
Then ar laſt it appears what Zeal tor the Church, joyned 
with the debre of Domimon, 15 capuble ro prodace : and 
how cally the pretence of Religion, and of the care of 
Souls, ferves for a Cloak to Covetoninets, Rapine, and 
Ambinon. 

Now whoſoever mainntams that Idolatrvy is to be rooted 
out of any place by Laws, Punithments, Fire, and Sword, 
may -apply thas Story to huntelt. For the rcafon of the 
thing s <qual, both in America and Exrope. And nather 
Pagans there, nor any Dittenting Chnſttans here, can with 
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any right be deprived of their worldly Goods, by the 
predominating Fadtion of a Court-Church : nor are any 
civil Rights to be cither changed or violated upon account 
of Religion in one place more than another. 

But Jdolatry (ay fome ) 1s a fin, and therefore not to 
be rolerared, It hoy ſaid it were therefore to be avoid- 
ed, the Interence were good. bur it does not follow, that 
becauſe it is a fin it ought therefore to be puniſhed by 
the Magiſtrate. For it does not yy anto the Magr- 
ſtrate to make nlc of his Sword in puniſhing every thing, 
differently, that he takes to be a fm againſt God. Co- 
vetouſneſs, Uncharnablenets, Idlencſs, and many other 
things are {ms, by the conſent of all men, which yet no 
man ever ſaid were ro be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate. 
The reaſon is, becauſe they are not prejudicial to other 
mens Rights, nor do they break the publick Peace of So- 
cieties. Nay , even the fins of Lying and Perjury, are 
no where puniſhable by Laws; unleſs i certam caſes, in 
which the real Turpitude of the thing, and the oftence 
againſt God, are not conſxlcred, but only the Injury done 
unto mens Naghbours, and tothe Commonwealth. And 
what if in another Country, to a Mahumetan or a Pagan 
Prince, the Chriſtian Religion ſeem talſe and offenſive to 
God ; may not the Chriltians for the ſame reaſon, and 
after the ſame manner, be extirpated there ? 

But it may be urged further, That by the Law of Ms- 
ſes Idolaters were to be rooted out. True indeed, by 
the Law of Moſes, But that is not obligatory to us Chri- 
ſtians. No body pretends that every thing, generally, 
enjoyned by the Law of Moſes, ought to be pradtifed 
by Chriſtians. Burt there is nothing more frivolous than 
that common diſtinction of Moral, Judicial, and Ceremo- 
nial Law, which men ordinarily make uſe of. For no 
politive Law whatſoever can oblige any People but thoſe 
to whom it is given, Hear O Iſracl; ſufficienly reſtrains 

the 


- [ — My — 


A Letter concerning Toleration. 
the Obligation of the Law of Moſes only to that People. 
And this Conſideration alone is Anſwer enough unto thoſe 
that urge the Authority of the Law of Moſer; for the in- 
fliting of Capital Puniſhments upon Idolaters. _ But how- 
ever, [| will examine this Argument a latle more particu- 
larly. 

The Caſe of Idolaters, in reſpe&t of the Jewi6 Com- 
monwealth., falls ander a doable confideration. The firſt 
ts of thoſe Who, being initiated in the Moſaical Rites, 
and made Citizens of that Commonwealth , - did after- 
wards apoſtatiſe from the Worſhip of the God of Iſrael. 
Theſe were proceeded againſt as Traytors and Rebels, 
guilty of no leſs than High-treaſon. For the Common- 
wealth of the Jews, difterent in that from all others, was an 
abſolute Theocracy : nor was there, or could there be, any 
diflerence between that Commonwealth and the Church. 
The Laws c{tabliſhed there concerning the Worſhip of One 
Inviſible Deity, were the Civil Laws of that People, and 
a part of their Political Government 3 in which God him- 
ſelf was the Legiſlator. Now if any one can ſhew me 
where there 1s a Commonwealth, at this time, conſtituted 
upon that Foundation, I will acknowledge that the Eccle-- 


-fiaſtical Laws do there unavoidably become a part of the 


Civils and that the Subjects of that Government both: 
may, an4 ought to be kept in {trict conformity. with that 
Church, by the Civil Power. Burt there is abſolutely no 
ſuch thing, under the Golpel, as a Chriſtan Common- 
wealth. There are, indeed, many Cities and Kingdoms 
that have embraced the Faith of Chnit 3 bur they have 
retained their ancient Form of Government 3 with which. 
the Law of Chrilt hath not at all medled. He, indeed. 
hath taught mcn how, by Faith and Good Works, they. 
may attain Erernal Lite. Burt he mftiruted no Common- 
wealth. He preſcribed unto his Followers no new and 
peculiar Form of Government 3 Nor put he. the. Sword, 
mro 
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iato any Magiſtrate's Hand, with Commiſhon-to make uſe 
of it in forcing men to torſake their tormer Rehgion, and 
receive his. 

Secondly. Foreigners, and fuch as were Strangers to the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, were not compell'd by force to 
obſerve the Rites of the Moſaicd! Law. Bur, on the con- 
tary, in the very fame place where it is ordered that as 
Iſraclite that was an Idolater ſhould be put to death, there it 
1s provided that Strangers ſhould not be vexed nor oppreſſed. 
F confes that the Seven Nations, that pollelt the Land 
which was promiſed to the 1jraehztes, were utterly to be 
cut off, Bur this was not ſingly becautc they were Idola- 
ters. For, it that had been the Reaton, why were the 
Moabites and other Nations to be ipared 7? No; the Rea- 
ſon is this. God being in a peculiar manner the King of 
the Jews, he could not ſutter the Adoration of any other 
Deity (which was properly an Act of High-rreaton againſt 
himſelf) in the Land of Canaan, which was his Kingdom. 
For ſuch a manifeſt Revolt could no ways confilt with 
his Dominion, which was pertcetly Polinical, in that 
Country. All Idolatry was therctore to be rooted out of 
the Bounds of his Kingdom 3 becauſe it was an acknow- 
ledgment of another God, that 1s to fay, another King ; 
againſt the Laws of Empire. The Iinhabmnants were allo 
to be driven our, that the intire poticiion of the Land 
might be given to the Iſraeli.cs. And tor the like Reaſon 
the Earims and the Horims were driven out of their 
Countries, by the Children of Eſax and Let; and their 
Lands, upon the ſame grounds, given by God to the Inva- 
ders. Bur tho all Idolatry was this rooted out of the 
Land of Canaas, yet every Idolater was not brought to 
Execution. The whole Family of Rabab, the whole Na- 
non of the Cibeonites, arncled with Joſacb, and were al- 
lowed by Treaty : and there were many Captives amongſt 
the Jews, who were Idolaters. David and Seloxrox fub- 
dued 


" _ - 


- — — 


A Letter concernung Toleration. 
dad many Countries without the Confines of the Land 
of Pronnle, and carried their Conqueſts as far as Exphrates. 
Amongſt ſo many Caprives taken, ſo many Natons re- 
duced under their Obedience, we tind nor one-man torced 
imo the Jewiſh Religion, and the Worſhip of the True 
God, and puniſhed for Idolatry, tho all of them were 
certainly guiley of it. If any one indeed, becoming a 
Profelyte, defired to be made a Denifon of their Com- 
monwealth, he was obliged ro fubmiz unto their Laws; 
that is, to embrace their Religion. Bur this he did wit 
lingly, on his own accord, not by conſtraint. -He did not 
unwillingly ſubmit, to ſhew his Obedience 5 But he (ought 
and follicned tor it, as a Privilege. And as ſoon as he was 
admnred, he became ſubjet to the Laws of the Common-- 
wealth, by which all Idolatry was forbidden within che 
Borders of the Land of Cawar., Burt that Law (as | have 
laid) did not reach to any of thoſe Regions ,- however 
lubjetcd unto the Fes, that were (ituated withour thoſe 
Bounds. 
Thus far concerning outward Worſhip. Let us now 
conlider Articles of Faith. 
— The Articles of Religion arc ſome of them Praical, al 
ſome Specutatrve. Now, tho both ſores confilt in the Know- 
ledge of Truth, yet thele terminate famply wn the Undev- 
ſtanding, Thoſe mtluence the Wilh and Manners. Specatareve 
Opimons, theretore, and Articles of Faith (as tivey are called) 
which are required only ro be betreved, camo be mpeſed 
on any Church by the Law of the Land. For it is abſurd 
that things fhould be enjoyned by Laws, whaely are not m 
mens power to pertorm. And to believe rhis of that to-be 
wac, docs not depend gpon our Will Bur of thas enough 
has been fard already. © Bur (will (ome "fy let when ar 
leaſt profeſs that they believe. A fiveer Rdigion mleed, , 
that obliges men_to dilſemble, and tl# Lies both to God 
and Man, for the Sulvatzon of their Souk ! I the Magl- 
rate? 
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ſtrate thinks to fave mer thus, he ſeems to underſtand Hht- 
te of the way of Salvation. And if he does it not in or- 
der to fave them, why is he fo fo follictous about the Ar- 
ticies of Faith as to enat them by a Law? 


Further, The Magiſtrate ought not to forbid the Preach- * 


ing or Profeſling of any Speculative Opinions in any 
Church, becauſe they have no manner of relation to the 
Civil Rights of the Subjetts. If a Rowan Catholick believe 
that to be really the Fody of Chriſt, which another man 
calls Bread, he does no injury thereby to his Neighbour, 
If a Jew do not believe the New Teſtament to be the 
Word of God, he does not thereby alter any thing in 
mens Civil Rights. It a Heathen doubt of both Teſta- 
ments, he is not therefore to be puniſhed as a pernicious 
Citizen. The Power of the Magiſtrate, and the Eſtates of 
the People, may be equally ſecure, whether any man be- 
heve theſe things or no. I readily grant, that theſe Opi- 
mions are falſe and abſurd. Bur the bafineſs of Laws is 
not to provide for the Truth of Opinions, but for the 
Safery and Security of the Commonwealth, and of every 
particular mans Goods and Perſon. And fo it ought to be. 
For Truth certainly would do well cnough, if ſke were 
once left to ſhift for her ſelf. She ſeldom has received.and 1 
fear never will recave much Afliſtance from the Power of 
Great men, to whom ſhe is but rarely known, and more 
rarely welcome. She is not taught by Laws, nor has ſhe 
need of Force to procure her entrance into the minds 
men. Errors indeed prevail by the aſliſtance of for- 
reign and borrowed Succours. But if Truth makes not 
ber way into the Underſtanding by her own Light, ſhe 
will be but the weaker for any in Br torce Violence 
can add to her. Thus much for Speculative Opinions. 
Let us now proceed to PraFical ones. 
A Good Lite, in which confiſts not the leaſt part of Re- 
ligion and true Piety, concerns alſo the Civil Gevrnment : 
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and. in» it lies the fafety both of Mens Souls, and of the 
Commonwealth. Moral Attions belong therefore to the 
Juriſdidtion both of the ourward and inward Court 3 both 
of the Civil and Domeſtick Governor «$ I mean, both of 
the Magiſtrate and Conicience, Here therefore is great 
danger, leaſt one of thele Juriſdidtions intrench upon the 
other, and Diſcord ariſe between the Keeper of the pub- 
lick Peace and the Overicers of Souls. But if what has 
been already ſaid concerning the Linntsof both theſe Go- 
vernments be rightly contidered, it will cafily remove all 

difficulty in this matter. 

Every man has an Immortal Soul, capable of Eternal Hap- 
incels or Malcry 5 whoſe Happineſs depending upon his be- 
Leving and doing thoſe things in this Lite, which are nc- 
ceſfary to the obtaining of s Favour, and are preſcri- 
bed by God tothar end 5 it follows from thence, 1/#, That 
the obſervance of theſe things is the higheſt Obligation that 
lics upon Mankind, and that our utmolt Care, Application, 
and Diligence, ought to be exerciſed in the Search and 
Performance of them 3 Becauſe there 1s nothing in this 
World that is of any conſideration in comparifon with E- 
ternity. 2dly, That ſeeing one Man does not violate the 
Right of another, by his Erroncous Opinions, and undue 
manacr of Worſhip, nor 1s his Perdition any preJadice to 
anothcr Mans Attairs ; theretore the care of cach Mans Salva- 
tion belongs only to humfelt. Bur I would not have this un- 
darſtood, as it I meant hereby to condemn all charitable Ad- 
monimons, and attcchonatc Endeavours to reduce Men from 
Errors 3 which arc indeed the greateſt Duty of a Chriſtian. 
Any one may employ as many Exhortations and Argu- 
ments as he plcaſes, towards the promoting of another 
man's Salvation. Burt all Force and Compultion' are to be 
torborn. Nothing is to be done imperioafly. No body is 
obliged in that matter to yield Obecthence unto the Ad- 
monitioans or Injuncttions of another, further than he him- 
G telt 
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lf is perſwaded, Every man, in that, has the fapremie and 
abſolute Authority of judging for himfelt. And the Rea- 
ſon 15, becauſe no body clic 1s concerned im it, nor cant 
receive any prejudice fream his Conduct therein, 

Burt bcfides their Souls, which arc hnmortal, Men have 
alſo thar Temporal Lives here upon Earth 5 the Stare where - 
of bang frail and Hecting, and the duranon uncertan « they 
have nced of ſeveral outward Convemences to the ſupport 
thereof, which are to be procured or preferved by Pains 
and induſtry, For thoke things that are necctiary ro the 
comfortable ſupport of our Lives are not the ſpomaneous 
Products of Nature, nor do otter themichves fr and prc- 
pared tor our uſe. This part therefore draws on another 
care, and neceſlanly gives another tmployment. Bur the 
pravity of Mankind being fuch, that they had rather m- 
jurioully prey upon the Fruits of other Mens Labours, than 
take pains to provide tor themfelves 5 the necethry of pre- 
ſerving Men in the Poſleſton of what honeſt indaſtry has 
already acquired, and alſo of preſerving their Liberty and 
{trength,whereby they may acquire what they turther want 5 
obliges Men to enter into Society with one another 3; that 
by mutual Aſſiſtance, and joint Force, they may fecure unto 
cach other their Proprienes, in the things that contribute 
io the Comfort and Happineſs of this Lite + leaving in 
the mean while to every Man the cace of his own Erer- 
nal Happineſs, the attamment whereot can nexther be fa- 
cilitated by another Mans Induftry, nor can the lofs of it 
turn to another Mans Prejudice, nor the hope of it be forced 
trom him by any external Violence. Eut foraſmuch as Vien 
thus entring 1nto Soctetics, grounded upon their mutual 
Compadcts of Afſliſtance, for the Defence of their Tem- 
poral Goods, may nevertheleſs be deprived of them, ci- 
ther by the Rapine and Fraud of their Fellow-Citzens, or 
by the hoſtile Violence of Forragners z the Remedy of 
this Evil confiſts in Arms, Riches, and Miultitude of Cirti- 
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rens; the Remedy of the other in Laws 3 and the Care 
of all things relating both to the one and the orher , 'is 
committed by the Society to the Civil Magiſtrate. This is 
the Original, this is the Ute, and theſe are the Bounds of the 
Legiſlative (which is the Supreme) Power, in every Com- 
monwealth. I nan, that Provition may be made tor the 
ſecurity of each Mans private Pofjettions 5 for the Peace, 
Riches, and publick Commodinies of the whole Peo- 
ple 3 and, as much as poſhble, for the Increate of their 
inward Strength, againſt Forragn Invattons. 

Theſe things being thus explain'd, it is calie to under- 
ſtand to what cnd the Legillative Power ought to be di- 
rected, and by what Mealures regulated 5 and that is the 
Temporal Good and outward Profperny of the Society 3 
w hich is the ſole Reaſon of Mens cntring into Society, and 
the only thing they ſeek and aim at in ir. And it 1s alto 
evident what Liberty remains to Men im reterence to 
their crternal Salvanion, and- that us, that every one ſhould 
do what he in his Conſcience is perſwaded to be ac- 
ceptable ta the Almighty, on whoſe good pleature and 
acceptance depends their eternal Happineſs. For Cbedt- 
ence is due in the firſt place to God, and afterwards to 

the Laws. 
"-_— lomec may ask, What if the Magiſtrate ſhonld en- 
Joynn ary Ba Ming by bis Authority that appears unl.; 1 ful io 
the Conſcience of 4 private Perſon # | antiwer, That it 
Government. be faithtully adminifrred, and the Counſids 
ot the Vagiltrate be indeed directed to the publick Good, 

this will fcldom happen. But if perhaps it do to tall out; 
ſay,that ſuch a private Perſon is to abſtain trom the Action 
that he judges unlawtul $5 and. he is to undergo the Punwh- 
ment, which it ts not ualawtul tor hum to bear, For the pri- 
vate Judgmeat. of any Perſon concerning a Law enacted in 
Poliacal Varrers, for the publick Good, does not take away 
the Obligation of that Law, nor deſerve a Ditpeniution. Burt 
Q 2 it 
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if the Law indeed be concerning things that he not with- 
in the Verge of the Magiſtrate's Authority 3 ( as for Exam- 
ple, that the People, or any Party amongſt them, ſhould be 
compell'd ro wr a a ſtrange —_— and join in the 
Worſhip and Ceremonies of another Church, men are not 
in theſe caſes obliged by that Law, againſt their Conſci- 
ences, For the Polincal Society is in{ttured for no other 
end but only to ſecure every mans Polleftton of the things 
of this life. The care of cach mans Soul, and of the things 
of Heaven, which neither does belong to the Common- 
wealth, nor can be ſubjected to it, is left entirely to eve- 
ry mans felt. Thus the fateguard of mens lives, and 
of the things that belong unto this hte, is the buſineſs of 
the Commonwealth 3 and the preſerving of thoſe things 
unto their Owners is the Duty of the Magiſtrate. And 
therefore the Magiſtrate cannot take away theſe worldly 
things from this man, or party, and give them to that ; 
nor change Propricty amongſt Fellow-Subjetts, { no not 
even by a Law ) for a cauſe that has no relation to the 
end of Civil Government 3 I mean, for their Religion; 
whach whether it be true or falſe, does no prejudice to 
the worldly concerns of their Fellow-Subjetts, which arc 
the things that only, belong unto the care of the Com- 
monwealth, 

But what if the Magiftrate believe ſuch a Law ar thir to 
te for the publick Good? | anſwer : As the private Judg- 
ment of any pariucular Perſon, it erroneous, does not 
exempt him from the obligation of Law, fo the private 
Jadgment ( as 1 may call it )) of the Magiſtrate docs not 
give him any new Right of impoſing Laws upon his 
refs, which neither was in the Conftitation of the Go- 
vernment granted him, nor ever was in the power of the 
People to grant : much lets, if he make it his buſinc6 to 
enrich and advance his Followers and Fellow-ſeftarics, 
with the Spoils of others. But what if the Magiſtrate 
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believe that he has a L.. to make ſuch Laws, and that 
they are for the pu blick Good z and his Subjects believe 
the contrary? Who ſhall be Judge berween them? T an- 
ſwer, God alone. For there s no Jadge upon earth be- 
tween the Supreme Magiſtrate and the People. God, I 
ſay, 1s the only PE caſe , who will retribute unto 
every one at the laſt day according to his Delerts 3 that is, 
according to his fincerity and up: ightneſs in en-leav ouring 
to promote Piety, and the publick Weal and Peace of 
Mankind. Burt what ſhall be done in the mean while? 
| anſwer : The principal and chief care of every one onght 
to be of his own Soul firſt, and in the next place of the 
publick Peace : tho' yet there are very few will think 'tig 
Peace there, where they ſee all laid waſte. 

There are two forts of Contefts amongſt mens; the one 
managed by Law, the other by Force : and theſe are of 
that natare, that where the one ends, the other always 
begins. But it is not my buſinefs to inquire ito the 
Power of the Magiſtrate in the different Conftitutions of 
Nations. I only know what uſually happens where Con- 
troverſiecs ariſe, without a Judge to determine them. You 
will ſay then the Magiſtrate berng the ſtronger will have 

Nis point. Without doubt. But the 
Queſtion is not here concerning the doubrtulneſs of the 
Event, but the Rule of Right. 

But ro come to particulars. I fay, Firſt, No Opinions 
contrary to human Society, or to thoſe moral Rules 
which are neceflary to the preſery ation of Civil Society, 
are to be tolerated by the Magiſtrate. But of theſe indeed 
Examples in any Church are rare. For no Sect can eafy] 
arrive to ſuch a degree of madneſs, as that it ſhould thin 
fit to teach, for Doctrines of Religion, ſuch things as ma- 
nifeſtly undermine the Foundations of Socicty, and are 
therefore condemned by the Judgment of all Mankind : 
becauſe their own Intercſt, Peace, Reputation, every Thing, 
would be thereby endangered. Another 


A Litter concerning 'Taleration. 


Another more ſ{ceeret Evil, but, more dangetcus to the 
Commonwealth, is, when mcn arrogate to themfelves, and 
ro"thale of, their own Sctt, ſome peculiar Prerogative, co- 
vered over with a ſpecicus (ſhew of deccutul words, bur 
in effect oppolike to the Civil Right of the Community. 
For Examplc. We cannut hind any Sect that teaches ex- 
prelly, and openly, that men are not obliged ro keep 
their Promiſe; that Princes may be dethroned by thote 
that diflcr from them in Rehgion 4 or that the Dominion 
of all things belongs only ta themfglves. For theſe things, 
propoſed thus nakedly and plaialy, , would ſoon draw on 
them the Eve and RKand of the Magiſtrate, and awaken 
all thc care of the Commonwealth to a watchtulneſs againſt 
the ſpreading of fo dangerous an Eve. But nevertheleſs, 
we find thoſe that ſay the fame thungs, un other words. 
What &l{e do thev mcan, who teach that Faith is not to be 
Lept with Hereticks ? Thar mcaning, forlocath, is that the 
priviledge of breaking Faith belongs unto themſelves : 
For they declare all that arc not of their Communion to be 
Herericks, or at lcalt may declare them fo whenlocver they 
think fit. What can bc the meaning of their afferrting 
that Kines exconmunr ated forfeit their Crowns and K ine- 
dows f? It s evident that they thereby arrcgate unto them- 
ſgves the Power of dcpoling Kings : becauſc they chal- 
lenge the Power of Excommunication, 'as the peculiar 
Right of their Hierarchy, That Daaiinion is fanuded in 
Grace, is alſp an Aiicrrion by which thole that maintain 
it do plainly lay claun tothe polictuun ot all things: For 
they are not fo wanting to themiclves as not to believe, 
or at leaſt as not to profels, rthemlelves to be the truly 
pious and fauhtul. Thele therefore, and the like, who 
attribute unto the Faithitul, Religious and Onhodox, that 
1s, in plain terms, nnto themielves, any peculiar Prnvi- 
ledge or Power above other Mortals, in Civil Concern- 
ments 5 
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ments 3 or who, upon pretence of Religioa, do challenge 
any manner of Anthortty over fuch, a5 are-not affociated 
with them in ther Feclefiattical Commitinion 3 I ay theſe 
have no right to be tolerated” by the Magyltrate 3, as. nei- 
ther rho'e that will not owrr dh reach tic Duty of to- 
leratmg AN men in matters of meer Religion. For what 
do alt rhcte and the lie Doctrines fhznifte , but that they 
may, amt are ready npon my occaltion to fexte the Go- 
vernment, and poſlcfs themfetves of the Eſtatcs. and For- 
tuncs of there Fellow- Subjects; and that they only: ask 
leave to be tolerated by the Vagiſtrate fo long, ual they 
find rhemfeves ſtrong cnongh wo cf it ? 

Again: Thar Chrrch can tavve no right to be tolc- 
raced by the Maziftrate, which is conſtiturce npon fach 
x bottom, that all rhoſe who center into it, do thereby, 
ipo faFo, deliver themſelves up to the Protection an. 
Service of - mother Prmce, For by this means the Via 
pattrare would give way to the tettling of a forrcin Ju- 
nſdicticn in his own Country, and ſuffer his own Peor plc 
to be hſted, as w were, for Souldiers againſt his own Gc- 
vernment. Nor does the frivolous and fallacious diftin- 
Gon berween the Conrt and the Church affurd anv re- 
medy ro this Inconvemence 5 elpectal ly when both the 
one and the other arc equally ſ1bjet to the abſolute Au- 
thoriy .of the fame perion 3 who has not only power to 
perfwade the Viembers of Ins Church ro whattoever he 
liſts, either as purely Religious, or ia. order thereunto, 
bur can alſo enjovn it them on pain of Eternal Fire. It 
is ridiculous for any one to profels himſelf to be a Ma- 
h«metan only in his Religion, bur in ceycry thing clic a 
faithful Subjeft ro a Chrittan Vagiſtrate, whillt at the 
ſame time he acknowledocs himfclf bound to yicld blind 
obcdhence to the Mefi: ot Conft anti ople : * who hupſcit is 
mtirely obedient to the Ottoman Emperor, and fraines the 
teigned Oracles of that Religont accor: ling t© bus pleaſure. 
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But this Mahumetan living amongſt Chriſtians, would yet 
more apparently renounce their Government , it he ac- 
knowledged the ſame Perſon to be Head of his Church 
who is the Supreme Magiſtrate in the State. 

Lf, Thoſe are not at all to be tolerated who d 
the Being of a God. Promiſes, Covenants, and Oaths, wh 
are the Eonds of Humane Sociery,can have no hold upon an 
Arhciſt. The taking away of God,tho bur even in , 
diflolves all. Beſides alſo, thoſe that by their Atheiſm un- 
dermine and deſtroy all Religion, can have no pretence 
of Religion whercupon to chalienge the Privilege of a 
Toleration. As tor other Practical Opinions, tho not ab- 
ſolutely free from all Error, it they do not trend to efta- 
bliſh Domination over others, or Civil Impunity to the 
Churchin which they arc taught, there can be no Reaſon 
why they ſhould not be tolerated. 

It remains that I ſay ſomething concerning thoſe Aſſem- 
blies, which being vulgarly called, and perhaps having 
ſomerimes been Conventicles, and Nurſerics of Fattions 
and Sedirions, are thought to attord the ſtrongeſt matter 
ot Objettion againſt this Doctrme of Toleration. Burt 
this has not hapned by any thing peculiar unto the Genins 
of ſuch Aſſemblics, but by the unhappy Circumſtances of 
an oppreſied or ill-ſetled Liberty. Theſe Accuſations 
would ſoon ceale, it the Law of Toleration were once fo 
ſetled, that all Churches were obliged to lay down Tole- 
ration as the Foundation of their own Liberty z and reach 
that Liberty of Conſcience is every mans natural Right, 
equally belonging to Diſlenters as to themſelves 3 and that 
no body onght to be compelled in matters of Religion, 
enher by Law or Force. The Eſtabliſhment of this one 
thing would take away all ground of Complaints and Tn- 
mults upon account of Conſcience. And theſe Cauſes of 
Diſcontents and Animolitics being once removed , there 
would remain nothing im thelc Atſemblies that were not 


more 
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more . peaceable, and leſs apt to' prodace Diſturbance of 
State, than mn any other Meetings whatſuever. Burt ler 
us examine particularly the Heads of theſe Accatunons.' 
You'll ſay, That, Aſemblicr and Mectings endanger the 
Paublick Peace, and threaten the Commonwealth. 1' an- 
ſwer : If this be fo, Why are there daily ſuch numerous 
Meetings 19 Markers, and Courts of Judicature ? 'Why are 
Crowds upon the Exchange, and a Concourſe of People 
ia Cities ſuffered ? You'll reply 3 Thoſe are Civil Aſſem- 
blies 3 but Theic we object againſt, are Eceleſtaſtical. I an. 
(wer : 'Tis a likely thing indeed, that ſuch Aflemblies as 
are altogether remote trom Civil Attairs, ſhould be [moſt 
apt ta embroyl them. O, but Civil Atſemblies are com- 
> of men that differ from one another in matters of 
gligion 3 but theſe Eccleſiaſtical Meetings are of Perſons 
that are all of one Opinion. As it an Agreement in mat- 
ters of Religion, were in cfict a piracy againſt the 
Commonwealth ; or as if men would not be ſo much the 
more warmly unanimous in Religion, the lets liberty they 
had of Aſſembling. - But it will be urged ſtill, Thar Ct- 
vil Aſſemblies are open, and free for any one to enter in- 
toz whereas Religious Conventicles are more private, and 
'thereby give opportunity to Clandeſtine Machinations. 
I anſwer, That this is not ſtrictly true : For many. Civil 
Aſſemblies are not open to every one, And if ſome Re- 
Jigious Mcetings be private, Who are they (I beſeech you) 
that are to be blamed for it? thoſe that defire, or thoſe 
that forbid/their beiug pablick 2 Again 4 You'll fay,- Thar 
Religious Commanion does, exceedingly unite mens Minds 
and  Aﬀecttions to one another, and 14 therefore the more 
ous. But it this be fo, ay w not the Magiitrate 
afraid of his own Charchs and why does he not forbid 
thew Allembhes, as things dangergus to Hs Goyernment ? 
Youl fay, Becauſe be hiofclt- is-a Part, and _—_— 
H ca 
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Head of them. As if he were not alſo a Part of the 
Commonwealth, _—__— = whole A 
Let us therefore deal ly. Magiſtrate is afrai 

of other Charches , rd ny. his own; becauſe he is 
kind and favourable to the one, but fevere and cruel ro 
the other. Theſe he treats like Children , and indulges 
them even to Wanronnels, Thoſe he nfes as Slavesz and 
how blameleſly foever they demean themſelves, recom- 
penſes them no otherwiſe than by Gallies, Priſons, Con- 
fiſcations, and Death. Theſe he cheriſhes and defends : 
Thoſe he contmually OED Let him tar 
the Tables: Or let thoſe Diſlenters enjoy but the Game 
Privileges im Civils as his other Subjedts, he will quick- 
ly find that theſe Religious Meetings will be no | 

For if men enter into Seditious Conſpiracies, 
'tis not Religion inſpires them to it in their Meetings 5 bur 
theic mgs and 1ons that make them wil- 
ling wo eaſe themſelves. Juſt and moderate Govern- 
ments are every where quiet, every where ſake. Bur Op- 
preſhon raifes Ferments, and makes men —_— caſt 
an uneafie and tyrannical Yoke. 1 know | 
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kducation of their own Chitdrea 4 that all 
ther be excluded from the Benefit of the Laws 
partial Judges 3 can it be doubred bur theſe 


meet with 
Perſhes, thas dit trom others by the Cologr 
of their Hair and Eyes, and united together by one 


common Perſecution , would be as dangerous to the 
Magiſtrate, as any others that had aflociared themſelves 
meerly upon the account of Religion ? Some enter 
into ( y for Trade and Profit : Others, for want 
of —_ their Clubs for Clarret. Neighbour- 
hood joyns fome, and Relignon others. Bur there is 
one only thing which gathers People into Seditious 
Commorions, and that is On. 

You'll ay 3 Whar, will you have People to meet at Di- 
vine Service qeinf the Mag1ſt rates Will # anſwer; Why, 
| pray aga ind his 111? Is it not both lawful and neceffary 
that they xy ſhould! _ _—_ his Will, do you fay? That's 
what I c t is the very Root of all the 
Miſchief. W —_— are Fre lets Cufferable mn a Church 
than in a Theater or Market ? Thoſe that mect there 
arc not. ether more vicious, or more turbulent, than 
thoſe that meer clſewhere. The Buſmch in that is, 
that they are ill aſed, and therefore they are not_tq 
be ſuffered. Take away the Partiality that is uſed 
towards them in matters of Common Rights change 
the Laws, take away the Penalnes unto which they 
are ſubjected, and all things wilt immediately became 
Gate and peaceable 3 Nay, thoſe that are averſe to tho 
Religion of the Magiſtrate, will think themſelves fo 
much the more bound to maintain the Peace of the 
Commonwealth , as their Concimon 1s, better 1n that 
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e than clewheres And all the ſeveral Yeparare Con- 
_ tions, Jike fo many Guardians of the Publick 
cace, will watch one another, 'that nothing "may be 
innovated ' or changed in the Form of the Govern- 
ment : Becaoſe they can hope tor nothing better than 
what they already enjoy 4 that is, an equal Condition 
with thar Fellow-Subjeths under a juſt and moderate 
Government. Now if that Church, which agrees in 
Religion with the Pnince,. be clicemed the chiet Sup- 
rt of any Civil Government, and that for no other 
caſon (as has already becn, ſhewn ) than becauſe the 
Prince is kind, -and the Laws are favourable to it 4 
how much greater will be the Security of a Government, 
where all good Subjetts, of. whatſoever Church they 
be, without any Diſtindton upon account of Rehgion; 
enjoying the fame Favour cf the Pnnce, and the fame 
Benefit of. the Laws, ſhall become the common Sup- 
port and Guard of it 3 and where none will have any 
occaſion to fear the Severity of the Laws, but thoſe 
that; do Injuries to. their Neighbours , and offend 
againſt the Civil Peace ? | 
That we may draw towards a Conclafhon. The 
Sum of af we dnve at 1s, That coery Man may en- 
joy the ſame Rights that are granted to others. Is it 
py 105 ro worlhip God in. the Rower manner ? 
it be permnted to do it in the Gereve Form alſo. 
Is it permitted to ſpeak Latin in the .Market-place ? 
Let thoſe that have a mind to it, be permitted to do 
it alſo in the Church. Is it lawtull for any man in 
his own Houlſc, to kneel, ſtand, fit, or uſe any other 
Poſture 3 and to cloath himſclt in White or Black, in 
(hbort or im long Garments ? Let it not be made unlaw- 
ful to cat Bread, drink Wine , or waſh with Water, 
in. the Church. In a Word : Whatſoever things are 


left 


yur 4 | 
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kf free by Law in the 1 occaſions of Life, it 
then remam free unto every in Di Wor- 
(ip, ' Let no Mans Life, or Body, or Houfe, or Eſtate, 
ſoffer ary manner of Prejudice upon theſe Accounts. 
Can you allow of rhe Prerbyterian Diſcipline ? =_ 
ſhould 'not the Fpiſcope! alſo” have - what — A. 
Eccleſiaſtical Anthoriy, wherher it-be'admmim by 
the Hands of a fingle Perſon, or many, ts every where 
the ſame; and nenther has any Juriſdifton in things 
Civil, nor any manner of Power of | 
nor any thing at all to do with Riches and- 
mes. 

Ecclefiaſtical Aſſemblies, and Sermons, are juſtified 
by daily experience, and publick allowance. Theſe 
are allowed to People of ſome one Perſwaſion : Why 
not to all ? If any thing paſs in-& Religious Mecting 
ſedimiouſly , and contrary to the pablick- Peace, it s'to 
be pumiſhed in the fame manner, and no otherwiſe, 
that) as it it had happened in « Fair or Market. Thefe 
Meetings ought not to be Santtuarics for | Fxttious 
and* ' Flagitious Fellows * Nor: ought it to be lefs hw- 
fal for Men to meet in Churches than in Halk :"Nor 
are one part of the Sabjetts ro be eſteemed” more 
blameable, for rhcir mecting rogether, than others.  Eve- 
ry one 15-to& be accountable fer his own- Aﬀtionss and” 
no "Man is to be laid vader a Suſpmon, -or Odiur, 
for the Fault of another. Thoſe that- are Seditious, 
Murderers, Thieves, Robbers; Adulterers, Slanderers, ec. 
of whatſoever Chard, whether National or rior, 
ought to-be puniſhed and ſupprefied. Bur thoſe whoſe 
Dotrine is peaceable, and whoſe Manners are pure 
and blamelets, ought to be upon equal Terms with 
their Fellow-Sabj Thus it Solemn Aſlemblies , 
Obſervations of Feltivals, publick- Worſhip, be 'per- 
marted. 
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to deal and Trade with us, and ſhall we 
him to pray unto. and worfbip God 2 If 


we allow the Jews to have you Houſes and Dwel- 


A 


endangered, by their meeting in publick than in their 

ate Houſes > Bur if theſe things may be granted to 
= and Pagers, ſurcly the condition of apy Chriſti- 
ans ought not to be warſe than theirs in a Chriſtian 

Y — Yi he to be : Becauſe 

oull lay, perhaps, Yes, it ought to be: 

are more, inchaable to Fattions, Tumults, and 
Cril Wars. I anſwer : Is this the fault of the Chri- 
ſtira Religion ?- If it be ſo, truly the Chriſtian Reli- 
gon is the worſt of all Religions, and ought ncither 
to be embraced by any particular Perſon, nor tolera- 
red oy any Commencolch For it this be the Genius, 
this Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, to be tur- 
bulent, and deſtrudtive to the Civil Peace, that Church 
it {clt which the Magiſtrate indulges will not always 
be. innocent, But far be it from us to lay any ſuch 
thing 
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of which, -he 4+ accountable to God only 5 "What off6 
can be expected, but that theſe ens Growing weary 
of the ,Evils/ undeg which they -labour , in the 
end think it, lawful for them to refiſt Force with 
the natural Rights ( which are 
account of Rell ) with Arms 
can ?, That this hy _ hitherto the 
nary. p \ ings, is abundantly ——_—_ 
Hiſtory : And-that it will continue to be fo heres. 
ter, is- but too apparent in Reaſon. It cannot deed 
hy Rs hoy 6 2.he Principle of B 
r on , ' 
with Magiſtrate and 
that ought. to be the Preachers of Peace and Con- 
cord, ſhall continue , w 


War. But that Magiſtrates ſhould thus ſuffer theſe In. 
JATICS, ghe 
{utly be wondred at 5 if it did not appear that chey 
the Spoil d ha therefore rhoughe th —_ 
_— ve t t to mak 

ule of their Covetouſneſs and Pride as means = wy 
by to increaſe their own Power. For Who does not 
ſee. that theſe Good Men axe indeed more Miniſters 
the Goyerament ,. than Miniſters of the [Goſpel ; : 


| fattering the Ambition., and favourt 
end ooerring & and men in Authority, they 
endeayour , with all- their might -to that Ty- 


Commonwealth , whi 


binding of other mens Conſcicnces' by Humane Laws, 
may , like Fathers of their Country, dire& all their 
Caoynſcls and Endeavours to univerſally the 
Civit Welfare of all their Children's except ohly of 
luch as are arrogant , ungovernable, and injuriqus to 
their Brathren 4 and that all Eccleſiaſtical men, who 
' boaſt themieives to "J the Succeflors of the Apoſtles, 
| walking peaccably modeſtly in the Apoltles 
without 1nterwedling with. State-Afﬀairs puts wh 
| themſelves wholly to promote the Salvation of Souls. 
| 
| Farewell. 


i | Darrin it may not be amiſs to add a few things 
| concerning Hereſy and Schiſar. A Turk is not, nor 
can. be, cither Herenck or Schitmarick, to a Chriſfbiar : 
,and if, any man fall off from the Chriſtian Faith to Ma- 
humetitm, he does not thereby become a Hererick or 
Schifmatick, bur an A te and an Infidel. This no 
body doubts of, And by this it appears that men of 
diffcrear Religions cannot be Herericks or Schiſmaricks 
to. ane another. 

We are to enquire therefore, what men arc of the 
ſame Religion. Concerniag which, it is manifeſt that 
! thoſe who have one and the ſame Rule of Faith and 
Worltip, are of the fame Religion: and thoſe who 
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have 
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have have not the., ſame Rule of Faith arid Worſhip 
arc of. different Religjons/ - Far! ſaice ' all things that 
bcloag .umo that Relgion:.are contained in that Rule, 
it follows nccellanily that rhote who agree in one Rule 
are of one and the fame Religion : and vice verſa, Thas 
Turks and Chricvagys arc: of <ttrtierent Religions : becauſe 
theſe take the- Hwy Scriptures to be the Rule of their 

\cligion, and thaſe the -Alrorar. And” for the fame 
realyn, there may- be different Religions alſo even a- 
monglit Chriſtians. The Papiſts and the Lutherans, tho 
both of them profel} Faith in: Chriſt,” and are there- 
fore called Chriſtians, yet are not bath of the fame 
Religion : becauſe Theſe acknow! nothing bur the 
Holy Scriptures to be the Rule and Foundation of their 
Religion 3 Thoſe take in alſo- Traditions and the  De- 
crees of Popes, and ot: theſe rogether- make the Rule 
of thar Religion. And thus the Chriſtians of Se. Joby 

( as they are called ) and the Chriſtians of Geneve are 

of difterent Religions : becauſe Theſe allo take only the 

Scriptures 3 and Thoſe I know not what Traditions, for 

the Rule of thar Religion. 

This being ſetled, it follows s Firſt, that Hereſy is 
a Separation made in Eccleſiaſtical Communion between 
men of the fame Religion, for ſome Opinions no way 
contained in the Rule it (elf. And Secondly, that a- 
mongſt thole who acknowledge nothing but the Holy 
Scnptures to be their Rule of Faith, Hereſy is a Sepa- 
ration made in their Chriſtian Communion, for Opi- 
mons not contained in the expreſs words of Scripture. 
Now this Separation may be made in a rwofold man- 
ner. 

1. When the greater part, or ( by the Magiſtrate's 
Patronage ) the | —_ part, of the Church ſeparates 
it {cit from others, by excluding themout of her Com- 
mumon , becauſe they will not profeſs their Belief of 

certain 
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ecrtain Opinions which are not the expreſs words of the 

rare. For it is not the paucity of thoſe thar-are 
ſeparated , nor the Authority of the Magiſtrate, thar 
can. make 'any man guilty of Hereſy. Bur he only is 
an Heretick who divides the Church into parts, 1ntro- 
duces Names and Marks of Diſtin&tion, and voluntarn- 
ly makes a Separation becauſe of fuch Opinions. 

2. When any one ſeparates himſelf from the Com- 
munion of a Church , becauſe that Church does not 
Ry profes ſume certain Opinions which the Ho- 
y Scriptures do not expreſly teach, 

Both thelc arc Hereticks $ bee anſc they err im Fun- 
damentalr, and they err | obſtinately againſt K nowledge. 
For when they have determined the Holy Scriptures 'ro 
be the only Foandation of Faith, they covanhehs lay 
down certain Propolitions as fundamental, which are 
not in the Scriptures. and becauſe others will not ac- 
knowledge theſe additional Opunons of theirs, nor 
build upon them as 'if they were neceſhry and funda- 
mental, chey therefore make a Separation 1n the Church ; 
either, by withdrawing themſelves from the others, or 
expelling the others from them. Nor does it fignifie 
any thing for them to ſay] that their Conteſtons and 
Symboles are agreeable to Scripture, and ro the Analo- 
gy of Faith. For it they be concaved in the expreſs 
words of Scripture, there can be no queition about 
them 3 becauſe thoſe things are acknowledged by all 
Chriſtians to be of Divine Iaſpiration, and therefore 
tundamental. Bur it they fay that the Articles which 
they require to be proftets d, are Conſequences deduced 
tram the Scripture; ut 8s undoubtedly well done of 
them who beheve and protets fuch things as feem unto 
them fo agrecable to the Rule of Faith,- But it would be 
very ill done to obtrude thoſe things upon. others, unto 
whom they do not ſcem to be the indubitable Doctrines 
I 2 oft 


-of the Scripture. And ro make a Separation for fich 
things as theſe, which nexrher are nor can be tanda- 
mental, is ro become Hereticks. For 1 do not think 
there s any man arrived to that degree of madneſs, as 
that he dare give out bis Contequences and Interpreta- 
tons of Scripture as Divine Infpratzons, and compare 
the Articies of Faith that he has framed according to 
his own Fancy with 'the Aotbonty bf the Scripture, 
| know there are fomec nome coaely 

able to Scripture, that no y can dewy them vo be 
drawn from thence : but abour thoſe therefore there 
can be no difference. This only 1 fay, that however 
dearly we may think this or the other Dottrine to 
be deduced from Scripture, we onght not therefore to 
mipoſe it upon others, as a neceffary Arcicke of Faith, 
becattde we believe it to be agreeable to the Rule of 
Faith ; unleſs we would be content alſo rhar other Do- 
&nines ſhould be 1 upon us m the fare maymer ; 
ahd that we ſhould be compell'd rorccere amd profels 
all the different and contradictory Opinions of TLanke- 
runs, iwifts, Remonſirants, ' Ana , and other 
Sets, which the Contrrvers' of s, Syſtems and 
Conteſtons, are accuſtorned 10 deliver ' unto rheir Fol- 
lowers as genmane and neceflary DeduGtions from rhe 
Holy Scriprare. I cannot but wonder -at the extra- 
vagant arrogance of thoſe men who think that they 
themſclves can explainthingsneceflary to Salvation more 
clearly than the Holy Ghoſt, the Ercrnal und Infinite 
Wiſdom of God. 

Thus much concerning Hereſy z which word in com- 
mon uſe is applied only ro the Dottrinal parrof Reli- 
gion. Let us now confider S:hiſav, which is a Crime 
— to w_ For _ = words feem unto me 
ro ihe ah ill-gromn paration in Ec teal 
Grants ; nal about things mot t_ "Bo 


\. 
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Faith, and Schiſm to thoſe in Worſhip or Diſcipline, we 
muſt conſider them under that Diſtinction. f 
ny. then, for 'the ſame reaſons that have al 
been alledged, is nothing de but a | 
in the Commynion of the ch, upon account of ſome- 
thing io Divine Worltip,or Cackſialtics Diſcipline, that 
RR ye Now mg 11 Wor- 
or © can 
EE Chriſt our 


f Theſe things might have been explained more large- 
” ly, and more ad y : but nt is enough to have 


hmted at them, thus briefly, to a Perſon of your parts. 
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Books lately Printed for Awnſham Churchill at 
the Black Swan 4 Amen-Corner. 


A N Hiſtorical Account of Making the Penal Laws by the Papi#s 
inſt the Proveftants, and by the Proteſtants againit the Po. 
ptr. Wherein the truc Grawed and Reaſon of Making the Laws is 
given, the Papifts moſt barbarous Uſage of the Proveffanrt here in 
under's Colour of Law, fect forth ; and the Reformation 
Vindicated from the lroputation of being Crael and Bloady, unjuſtly 
caſt it by thoſe of the Konufb Communion. By Samuel Blackerby, 
Barrifler of Grayr-Jan, Fol. 

A Modeſt Enguiry, Whether St. Peter were ever at Kome, and Bi- 
ſhop of that Charch ? Wherein, IL, The Arguments of Cardinal 
Bellarmine and others, for the Aftrmative, arc conlidered. 11. Some 
Conſiderations taken Notice of, that render the Negative highly 
Probable. 0 

The Spirit of France, and the Politick Maxims of Lewis XIV. haid 
open to the World, Smarts, | 

Mcmorials of the Mcthod and Manner of Proceedings in Parlia» 
ment in Paſſing Bills : Together with ſeveral Rulcs and Cuſtoms, 
which by long and conſtant Praftice have obtained the Name of 
Orders of the Houſe, Gathered by Obſervation, and out of the Jour- 
nal-Books, from the time of Edward VI. Oftavo. 

Dr. Barnt's Tracts in Two Volumes. Vol. 1, Containing , 
1, His Travels into Switzerlend, Traly and Germany 4 with an - 
pendix. 2, Animadverſions on the RfieGtions upon the Trave 
3. Thice Letrers of the @niait;, Inquifition , and State of Italy. 
Vol. WI. 4. His Tranſlations of Laflantiz of the Death of Per- 
ſecutors. 5. His Anſwers to Mr. Varils: Io Thrice Parts, 
Twulver. 

A CollcRion of Texts of Scripture, with ſhort Notes upon them 
And forme other Obſervations againſt the Principal Popyh Errors, 
"Twelve, 

The Fallibility of the Reman Church , Demonſtrated from the 
Manifeſt Error of the Second Nicene and Tres Councils, which 
Aﬀert, That the Veneration and Honorary Worſhip of Images, is a Tra 
dition Primitive and Apeſtolical. Quaarto. 


A De- 


A Treatiſe of Traditions, Part 1. Whereio it is Nha 
have Evidence ſufficient from Tradition 3 1. That the Sci 
the Word of God. 2. —— — ——_— — 
Canon of the Books of the Old Teftament. 3. IDES 
the Seriptare have not been corrupted. 4. That the ft; have 
no ſuch Evidence for their Traditionr. 5. That the Teſtimony of 
the preſent Church of Kawe can be no ſure Evidence of 

Tradition. 6. What Traditions tray (ecurely be relied upon, and 
. what not. Swarts, 


A Treatiſe of Traditions, Part WH. Shewing the Novelty of the 
pretended Traditions of the Church-of Rowe 4 as being, _ 1, Not 
mentioned by the Aacients of their Diſcagrſes of Traditions | 
cal, truly fo called, or (© clicemed by them. Nor, 2+-1o their 
Azowed Rule, or Symbel of Faich. Nor, 3. lo the ——_— 
ven to the Clergy, concerning all thole things 


all the Articles of their Faith. 6, From the Confeffions of Romifh* _ 3 
. Diollorr: with an Anſwer to the Arguments of Mr. Mwnfird for 4 

Traditions z And 2 Domenftration, That the Heathenr made the fame © 
Plea from Traduion as the Komanift; do 4 and that the Anſwer gf 
the Fathers to it doth fully juſtific the Proteſtants. Qruarts, 


All theſe fger Backs Wriaten by the Reverend D. Whitby, D:"D; 


An Exhortation to Charity (and a Word of Comfort ) to the 
Iris Proteſtants : Being # Sermon Preached at Steeple in Derſetſbire,,. 
upon occalon of the Collection for Relief of the Poor Proteſtants in 
this Kingdom, lately fled from Ireland : By Samuel Bold, Rector of 


Sweple, Quarto. 
Foxes 
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